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ON  THE   AFFECTATION   OF  SUPERIOR   CRITICAL  LEARNING. 

FEW  men  are  exempt  from  a  passion  to  appear  the  first  in  their 
own  departments  in  life.  Many  are  not  satisfied  with  the  good 
opinion  of  men  in  their  own  deparlmenls  only.  They  wish  that 
all  men,  of  every  grade,  may  entertaiii  a  high  sense  of  their 
excellence. 

If  we  survey  any  branch  of  the  sciences,  any  departmerits  of  lit- 
erature, or  any  of  the  active  professions  of  life,  we  shall  find  many 
a  one  who  imagines  that  he  knows  a  vast  deal  tnore  than  he  really 
does  know,  and  who  would  be  very  reluctant  not  to  appear  to  others 
to  be  more  accomplished  than  his  highest  self  conceit  will  allow 
him  to  believe  that  he  is. 

How  often  have  persons  been  heard  to  expatiate  on  the  beauty 
and  elecrance  of  botanical  studies,  the  wonderful  properties  of  chem- 
ical substances,  the  incomprehensible  principles  of  gravity,  the 
sublimities  of  astronomy,  and  indeed  on  almo-t  every  subject,  a 
knowledge  of  which  commands  esteem,  when  all  their  knowledge 
of  those  things  has  been  derived  from  listening  to  the  incidental 
conversations  of  others.  How  often  are  the  merits  of  an  author 
discussed  by  those  who  have  never  r^ead,  and  perhaps  never  seen 
the  work,  which  they  take  the  liberty  to  commend  or  to  censure. 

This  pedantic  spirit,  although  reprobated  by  the  whole  world, 
and  despised  even  by  those  who  cherish  it,  is  yet  permitted  to  enter 
the  place  which,  more  than  any  other,  should  be  carefully  guarded 
against  the  intrusion  of  puerile  and  unholy  feelings  ;  I  mean  the 
pulpit.  As  no  man  on  earth  can  plead  an  entire  exemption  from 
what  is  something  less  than  perfect  wisdom,  and  perfect  dignity,  so 
the  preacher,  in  common  with  other  men,  is  liable  to  be  ambitious 
of  gaining  a  reputation  for  deep  and  varied  knowledge. 

The  present  state  of  sacred  leart)ing  and  the  just  tribute  of  re- 
spect which  is  almost  universally  paid  to  those  who  have  contribut- 
ed towards  producing  this  state,  increase  the  motives  to  an  osten- 
tatious show  of  critical  learning.    In  au  age  when  a  vigorous  spirit 
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of  enterprise  and  of  improvement  is  producing  uncommon  activity 
in  the  general  mass  of  society,  wlio  is  not  ashamed  of  list'essness 
Who  is  willing  to  be  classed  among  those  that  are  pronounced  to 
be  but  half  awake  1   Who  does  not  find  a  gratificatiOii  in  being  re- 
garded as  a  leader  in  the  march  of  improvemenc  ? 

We  live  at  a  period  in  which  sound  biblical  criticism  is  deemed 
of  very  great  importance.  Such  criticism  is  serviceable  in  respect 
to  a  thousand  uncontroverted  topics  which  are  presented  in  the 
Scriptures ;  and  in  respect  to  the  great  questions  of  religious  con- 
troversy, which  call  forth  the  highest  efforts  of  genius,  its  value  i» 
unspeakable.  It  is  easy,  therefore,  for  teachers  of  religion,  to  as- 
■sume  the  appearance  of  great  attainments  in  professional  learning, 
in  order  to  be  thought  imbued  with  the  spirit  of  the  times,  as  well 
as  from  an  honest  zeal  to  contribute  something  towards  establish- 
ing the  creeds  of  their  different  orders. 

The  possession  of  great  substantial  learning,  combined  with 
sound  common  sense,  will  effectually  secure  a  man  against  the 
charge  of  a  vain  display.  Needlessly  assuming  the  appearance  of 
an  estimable  quality,  justly  exposes  to  the  suspicion  of  being  defi- 
cient in  that  quality.  It  is  the  coward  that  boasts  aloud  of  his 
courage,  the  bigot  of  his  candor,  and  the  tyro  in  learning  of  his 
extensive  treasures. 

A  man  in  whom  this  spirit  reigns  would  seem  to  regard  as  the 
brightest  parts  of  his  productions,  those  niceties  which  are  of  infe- 
rior practical  utility.  Hence,  no  occasion  is  suffered  to  pass,  when 
he  can  give  an  impression  of  his  deep  researches  and  his  accurate  , 
discrimination.  If  he  hears  a  sermon,  he  finds  fault  with  the  ex- 
position. The  preacher  has  failed  to  give  the  exact  meaning  of  the 
original.  He  has  advanced  something  which  is  foreign  from  it,  or 
has  not  introduced  something  which  belongs  to  it.  He  is  destitute 
of  unity.  He  has  misapplied  his  proof  texts.  He  has  made  use 
of  inelegant  and  inappropriate  language.  His  pronunciation  does 
not  accord  w  ith  the  most  approved  manner. 

If  a  man  of  this  carping  disposition  is  himself  occupying  the  pul- 
pit, he  gives  the  opinions  of  several  distinguished  commentators  on 
his  text,  raises  objections  to  them,  informs  us  what  the  original 
says,  cites  the  corresponding  text  from  the  ancient  versions, 
offers  conjectures  of  his  own,  and  at  length,  with  much  gravity  and 
with  decent  reverence  for  the  mysterious  things  of  the  Bible,  tells 
us  his  subject  is  far  beyond  the  comprehension  of  man's  present 
limited  powers.  » 

All  this  is  done  without  regard  to  time  or  place,  before  a  popular 
assembly  no  less  than  before  an  association  of  ministers;  in  an  or- 
dinary sermon,  as  well  as  in  a  dissertation  intended  for  the  mem- 
bers of  a  Theological  Society  ;  as  much  when  plain  common  sense 
can  be  in  no  danger  of  mistake,  as  when  the  topic  is  involved  in 
obscurities. 

What  now  are  the  ends  which  a  man  proposes  in  this  way  to  at- 
tain 1  Can  he  hope  to  gain  the  good  opinion  of  men  of  profound 
and  dignified  erudition  ?  They  look  with  mingled  emotions  of  pity 
and  contempt  upon  all  affectation,  and  especially  in  him  who  inin- 
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isters  at  the  altar.  Does  he  expect  to  pass  with  the  multitude  for 
a  superior  genius?  The  peoj)]e  generally  are  not  destitute  of  a 
sense  of  propriety.  They  know  that  true  merit  is  retiring,  that 
common  sense  is  seldom  united  with  excessive  vanity,  and  they 
have  been  told  that  solid  learning  renders  its  possessor  modest.  It 
is  not  difficult  therefore  for  them  to  detect,  in  most  cases,  tlie  un- 
worthy spirit  which  we  are  combatmg.  VVhen,  too,  they  consider 
the  object  had  in  view,  and  the  disregard  manifested  towards  them 
and  towards  the  momentous  interests  which  ought  to  engross  the 
pulpit,  how  can  they  help  in  their  souls  loathing  this  unhallowed 
affectation  ?  What !  shall  a  preacher  of  the  gospel  endeavor  to 
impress  on  his  hearers  a  conviction  that  he  is  marvellously  learned? 
Dares  he  incur  their  just  displeasure  by  attempting  to  amuse  them 
with  learned  trifles,  when  they  have  a  riglit  to  expect  the  exhibition 
of  sober  and  all-important  truth  ?  How  can  he  forget  that  they  will 
pity  him  for  his  partial  view  of  the  supreme  dignity  of  the  gospel, 
and  of  the  everlasting  consequences  which  are  connected  with  the 
promulgation  of  it  ? 

But  should  a  minister  establish  among  his  people  a  reputation  for 
superior  attainments  in  critical  learning,  what  would  he  gain  ?  Be 
it  granted  that  he  deserves  such  a  reputation,  still  he  must  know 
that  practical  truth,  not  criticism,  is  what  is  particularly  expected 
from  the  pulpit.  And  what  gratification  can  it  afford  him  to  re- 
flect that  through  vanity  he  has  failed  in  discharging  the  solemn 
and  appropriate  duties  of  his  calling? 

The  indulgence  of  this  spirit  is  productive  of  no  inconsiderable 
mischiefs.  It  has  an  unhappy  influence  upon  the  interests  of  the 
hearers.  Those  whom  disgust  does  not  drive  from  the  house  of 
God,  may  sit  perhaps  with  admiration,  perhaps  with  scorn ;  cer- 
tainly, if  they  be  pious  and  benevolent,  with  heartfelt  regret,  thataa 
ambassador  of  Christ  should  thus  pervert  the  sacred  hours  of  the 
Sabbath. 

In  some  perhaps  will  be  fostered  a  propensity  to  what  is  curious 
and  speculative,  rather  than  to  what  is  true  and  serious.  In  others, 
and  probably  the  more  numerous  part,  will  be  manifested  a  fearful 
indifference  towards  vital  religion.  Thus,  the  most  important  sta- 
tion which  a  mortal  can  occupy  is  rendered  powerless,  the  Bible 
comes  to  be  regarded  as  quite  imperfect  or  of  little  consequence, 
and  the  slumber  of  impenitent  sinners  is  deepened  into  the  sleep 
of  everlasting  death.  What  public  servant  of  Christ  will  not  trem- 
ble at  the  thought  of  being  held  responsible  for  such  results  ?  Sure- 
ly, they  who  preach  themselves  rather  than  the  Lord  Jesus  forget 
that  they,  with  their  hearers,  whose  applause,  not  whose  salvation, 
they  have  sought,  must  stand  before  the  judgment  seat  of  Christ. 

The  indulgence  of  this  spirit  is  prejudicial  to  the  cause  of  sacred 
literature.  Every  pulpit  pedant  brings  up  against  this  species  of 
learning  an  evil  report.  The  impression  is  too  general  and  too 
strong,  that  the  functions  of  the  sacred  office,  to  be  executed  with 
propriety  and  effect,  do  not  require  so  much  preparatory  discipline 
as  candidates  for  the  ministry  feel  to  be  of  high  importance.  From 
the  principles  of  human  nature  and  from  facts  it  is  known,  that 
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this  impression  is  strengthened  by  those  who  assume  an  appear- 
ance of  critical  learning  which  they  want  the  merit  to  sustain. 
And  why  should  hurtful  prejudices  against  a  good  cause  be  ren- 
dered more  inveterate  by  the  idle  conceits  of  affectation  ? 

The  conduct  on  which  we  have  been  animadvertmg,  is  by  no 
means  chargeable  to  genuine  learning.  Much  learning  never  con- 
verted a  sound  intellect  into  a  vain  imagination,  nor  made  a  fool 
of  a  man  of  common  sense.  The  evil  results  from  shallow  minds 
being  tinctured  with  knowledge,  from  the  possession  of  a  tolerable 
memory  and  a  weak  understanding  by  one  who  has  laid  his  hands 
on  the  edges  of  a  long  shelf  of  books. 

If  then  we  would  secure  ourselves  and  the  coming  generations 
against  superficial  and  self  conceited  occupants  of  the  pulpit,  let 
none  be  encouraged  to  seek  the  b.oly  employment,  but  persons  in 
whom  ardent  piety  is  united  to  genuine  modesty  and  good  sense. 
Let  such  be  taught  of  God  and  taught  of  men,  no  matter  how  crit- 
ically or  how  extensively;  and  pure  religion  and  pure  taste  will  be 
nourished  by  their  ministrations ;  and  even  truths  divine  will  come 
mended  from  their  lips. 


PREJUDICE   AND   INFIDELITY  OVERCOME. 

A  RESPECTABLE  gentleman,  Mr  R.  now  a  member  of  a  church  in 
Georgia,  son  of  an  officer  in  a  Presbyterian  church,  was  much  dis- 
tressed, some  twenty  years  ago,  on  the  subject  of  baptism.  Sev- 
eral treatises  on  this  subject  had  been  put  into  his  hands  by  Pedo- 
baptists.  These  contained  the  words  in  regard  to  this  ordinance, 
in  Greek  and  Latin.  He  transcribed  several  of  them,  and  begged 
a  classical  scholar,  an  attorney,  who  was  a  graduate  of  Yale  Col- 
lege, to  give  him  the  real  meaning  in  English.  He  conjplied  with 
his  request,  and  in  a  few  days  handed  them  to  him  translated, — ob- 
serving that  the  true  translation  of  ButcIi^u^  (baptize)  was  "to 
plunge,  to  dip,  to  ovetwhehn  "  Mr  R.  then  requested  him  to 
translate  some  other  words  which  he  had  taken  from  the  treatises 
referred  to,  at  which  his  friend  smiled  and  observed,  "  You  seem 
much  distressed  on  this  subject."  He  answered  that  he  was;  and 
that,  having  been  educated  a  Pedobaptist,  his  mind  had  lately  been 
callea  up  to  the  subject  by  hearing  one  of  his  own  ministers  preach 
on  it,  yiko  had  not  produced  one  single  text  of  Scripture  for  infant 
sprinkling  ;  and  he  had  always  supposed  there  were  hundreds  to  this 
point,  Come  to  my  house  such  a  night,"  said  his  friend,  **  and 
I  will  explain  the  whole  of  these  words  to  you,  so  far  as  I  am  able." 
Mr  R.  went  accordingly  ;  and  having  taken  the  Greek  Testament 
and  Lexicon,  the  attorney  showed  him  the  words  on  this  much 
controverted  subject,  with  their  meaning  and  derivation,  so  far  as  his 
inquirer  was  qualified  to  understand.  After  this,  he  told  him  that 
if  the  word  BxttIi^a)  had  been  translated^  instead  of  being  only 
transferred^  there  never  could  have  arisen  any  difficulty  on  this 
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subject ;  but  tbe  translators  retained  the  original  word , changing  mere- 
ly the  Greek  letters  for  English.  If  the  word  had  been  translated, 
where  we  read  in  our  Bibles,  they  were  all  "  baptized  in  tlie  river 
Jordan,"  it  would  have  been     immersed  ox  plunged  m  Jordan." 

Having  satisfied  the  inquiries  of  Mr  R.  he  laid  aside  his  books; 
and,  taking  up  Voltaire,  (for  the  attorney  was  then  a  disciple  of 
the  infidel  school,)  observed  that  he  could  show  him  a  better  sys- 
tem than  the  Bible,  and  read  several  pages.  But  this  was  no  con- 
solation to  a  sincere  inquirer  after  truth,  and  he  soon  joined  a  Bap- 
tist church. 

Five  or  six  years  now  passed  away.  The  Christian,  with  peace 
of  conscience,  went  on  "  in  the  even  tenor  of  his  way  ;"  while  the 
deist  entertained  his  sentiments  of  hostility  against  the  Saviour. 
It  pleased  God,  however,  to  bring  him  upon  a  bed  of  sickness,  and 
near  to  the  grave.  Here  he  relinquished  his  hold  on  infidelity,  and 
would  have  disgorged  the  poison  he  had  imbibed  from  books  which 
have  destroyed  thousands.  His  convictions  were  of  the  most  pun- 
sent  character  :  and  it  seemed  Ions  before  he  was  willinor  to  bow 
to  that  blessed  Redeemer,  concerning  whom  he  had  been  led  to 
entertain  erroneous  and  horrible  notions.  A  particular  friend,  who 
has  since  gone  up  to  glory,  was  sitting  by  his  bed  when  the  claims 
of  religion  came  with  such  convincing  power,  that  he  submitted  to 
the  Saviour,  and  found  in  believing,  that  he  has  power  on  earth  to 
forgive  sin.  The  patient  was  leaning  on  his  hand,  engaged  most 
intently  in  inquiries  on  the  subject  of  pardon,  when  his  Christian 
friend  discovered  all  at  once  a  change  in  his  countenance,  a  lustre 
beaming  from  it,  as  if  glory  was  in  his  soul,  and  he,  springing  up 
from  his  bed,  expressed  his  faith  in  a  crucified  Saviour,  and  his 
joy  in  believing. 

"  The  worst  of  all  diseases 
Is  light  compared  with  sin  :" 

And  many  have  gone  down  to  the  brink  of  the  grave,  diseased  as  was 
supposed  in  body,  but  only  in  soul,  before  they  would  acknowledge 
their  disorder.  God  finds  it  necessary  not  only  to  make  them  graze 
like  oxen,  but  to  cut  almost  the  threads  of  life  in  some  sinners, 
before  they  will  acknowledge  that  he  rules  over  the  earth. 

After  his  recovery,  he  felt,  as  every  true  Christian  will  feel,  the 
obligation  he  was  under  to  let  his  light  shine,  and  attach  himself 
to  some  church.  During  his  collegiate  career,  under  the  tuition 
and  preaching  of  the  late  celebrated  Dr  Dwight,  he  had  contracted 
a  partiality  for  the  forms  of  worship  in  the  Presbyterian  church, 
though  he  had  supposed  all  Christians  were  deluded;  and  it  was 
natural  for  his  mind  when  the  scales  had  left  his  eyes,  to  cherish 
the  predilections  of  his  youth.  He  therefore  determined  to  asso- 
ciate with  that  denomination.  On  Saturday  he  crosses  the  river 
Oconee,  for  this  purpose,  on  his  way  towards  the  court  house,  when, 
for  the  first  time,  the  instructions  of  a  philological  character,  which 
he  had  imparted  to  Mr  R.  six  years  before,  now  rushed  upon  his 
mind.  He  paused,  and  asked  himself  whether  it  were  right  to  at- 
tach himself  to  a  church,  which,  though  it  contains  many  pious 
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and  excellent  people,  adheres  to  a  practice,  which  he  was  confi- 
dent was  not  the  haptism  of  the  primitive  church,  and  for  which 
no  warrant  could  be  drawn  from  the  English  Scriptures,  and  no 
support  from  a  critical  knowledge  of  the  Greek.  He  turned  about, 
and  went  home  to  read  his  Bible  more,  and  seek  direction  from  the 
source  of  infinite  wisdom  in  regard  to  the  path  of  duty.  In  a  few 
weeks,  he  presented  himself,  and  was  received  by  the  same  church 
of  which  his  distressed  inquirer  was  then  a  useful  and  happy 
member. 

The  Lord  was  pleased  to  spare  his  life,  after  his  union  with  the 
church,  only  about  two  years;  but  these  he  spent  in  active  duties. 
Yes ;  when  visiting  from  place  to  place,  exhorting  sinners  to  flee 
from  the  wrath  to  come,  and  encouraging  his  brethren  "  to  con- 
tinue steadfast,  unmovable,  always  abounding  in  the  work  of  the 
Lord,"  the  text,  "redeeming  the  time,"  would  be  constantly  pre- 
sented to  his  mind.  Indeed  he  lived  long  in  those  two  years,  if 
life  is  to  be  measured,  not  by  years,  but  by  actions. 


PRESIDENT  CHAPIn's  INAUGURAL  ADDRESS,  DELIVERED  IN  THE 
CITY  OF  WASHINGTON,  MARCH    11,  1829. 

(Concluded  from  p.  375.) 

The  sentiment  which  we  have  sustained  reminds  us  of  some  de- 
fects in  various  departments  of  education. 

In  civil  society  there  are  important  professions,  which  ought  to  be 
filled  by  men,  previously  prepared  to  discharge, with  uprightness  and 
ability,  their  respective  duties.  Hence  we  have  schools  and  teachers, 
designated  by  appropriate  names.  While  each  class  of  instructers 
have  a  specific  branch  of  education,  which  they  are  particularly  to 
conduct,  yet  they  are  all  bound  to  aim  at  the  same  grand  object, — the 
maturation  of  the  imperishable  mind  for  a  happier  condition  in  the 
invisible  world.  For  that  Being  who  formed  us,  ever  keeps  that 
same  high  end  in  view  in  sustaining  physical  laws,  in  the  choice 
and  adjustment  of  means,  and  in  all  his  direct  agency  upon  the  hu- 
man soul.  Whether  we  stand  in  his  vast  tabernacle,  to  receive  in- 
struction from  the  earth  and  skies,  from  the  bright  day  and  the 
starry  night,  and  to  watch  the  movements  of  that  providence, 
which  fully  proves,  that  God  is  the  governor  of  the  world  ;  whether 
our  attention  is  turned  within  to  study  the  more  instructive  won- 
ders of  the  spiritual  world,  and  to  be  taught  from  the  throne  of 
conscience  ;  or  whether  we  are  conducted  into  his  consecrated 
house  to  enjoy  still  higher  advantages  for  improvement,  the  design 
and  tendency  of  the  instructions  of  each  station,  is  precisely  the 
same, — to  lead  us  to  cherish  the  highest  admiration  of  the  charac- 
ter of  God,  and  to  make  it  our  daily  concern  to  gain  higher  degrees 
of  conformity  to  his  divine  likeness.  This  perfect  example  is 
doubtless  intended  for  universal  imitation.  When  did  jurists,  or 
physicians,  or  classical  professors,  obtain  a  dispensation  from  their 
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Creator  to  discard  all  moral  instruction  from  their  schools  ?  Is  the 
noble  science  of  law  to  be  acquired,  to  render  a  man  niore  ingen- 
ious to  increase  its  boasted  obscurity,  or  to  make  him  a  more  pow- 
ful  competitor  in  the  mercenary  struggle  for  fame  and  wealth  I 
Why  is  not  the  instructer  in  juri^^prudence  bound  to  teach  his  pu- 
pils, that  civil  society  is  as  much  an  ordinance  of  Heaven,  as  is 
the  Messiah's  kingdom  ;  and  that  it  is  as  truly  designed  to  aid  man 
in  securing  the  end  of  his  being,  as  is  the  Christian  church  1  It  is 
not  a  combination  simply  for  the  protection  of  life  and  property; 
but  it  is  an  association  tor  moral  improvement.  "  Rulers  are  not 
a  terror  to  good  works,  but  to  the  evil."  All  wise  law-givers  study 
the  human  mind  with  deep  attention,  that  they  may  frame  their 
laws  according  to  the  moral  nature  and  relations  of  man.  It  is 
true,  that  the  civil  arm  employs  harsher  methods  of  discipline  than 
are  used  m  those  communities,  where  men  are  to  be  governed  by 
the  strength  of  moral  sentiment.  But  this  does  not  prove,  that 
civil  courts  are  ordained  for  purposes,  altogether  different  from  ec- 
clesiastical tribunals.  They  are  dissimilar  in  character,  but  alike 
in  the  effects,  which  they  are  intended  to  produce.  Magistracy, 
in  supporting  human  laws,  by  physical  pains  and  penalties,  per- 
forms a  service  very  similar  to  that  of  conscience,  in  supporting  di- 
vine laws  by  the  terrors  of  remorse  and  the  love  of  self  respect 
and  approbation. 

The  physiologist,  while  lecturing  upon  the  functions  and  prop- 
erties of  living  animals,  can  hardly  refrain  from  expatiating  before 
his  pupils  upon  the  wisdom  and  benevolence  of  that  Being,  who  is 
the  author  of  the  human  constitution  ;  and  who,  while  he  adjusted 
the  mechanism  of  the  heavenly  bodies,  and  set  them  in  motion  to 
form  a  sublime  method  of  instruction,  had  the  same  object  in  view 
in  the  wonderfully  curious  organization  of  the  human  body.  In  a 
word,  all,  to  whom  is  intrusted  the  culture  of  mind,  from  the  hum- 
ble maid,  who  serves  in  the  nursery,  up  through  all  the  rising 
grades  of  teachers,  to  the  consecrated  bishop  who  waits  at  the 
altar,  should  conspire  in  effecting  one  grand  result, — the  advance- 
ment of  the  human  mind  to  the  highest  degree  of  intellectual  and 
moral  excellence.  In  this  way  they  initiate  their  pupils  into  the 
science  of  useful  and  happy  living,  and  become  the  honored  im- 
itators of  their  Creator  in  his  benevolent  designs. 

Perhaps  no  instructers  hold  a  more  important  place  in  this 
work,  than  those  who  are  employed  in  public  seminaries  of 
learning. 

You  see,  my  companions  in  labor,  that  your  work  is  arduous, 
and  your  responsibilities  great.  The  illustrious  Fenelon,  the  boast 
of  the  French  nation,  and  the  brightest  ornament  in  the  Catho- 
lic church,  was  deeply  affected  in  view  of  his  duty,  and  of  his  high 
accountability,  when  he  consented  to  become  the  private  instruc- 
ter of  the  Duke  of  Burgundy.  He  did  not  deem  it  degrading  to 
his  high  rank  and  talents,  to  take  charge  of  that  young  Prince, 
who  was  then  heir  to  the  throne  of  France.  For  he  well  knew, 
that  his  due  education  would  affect,  not  only  the  destinies  of  his 
own  nation,  but  those  of  all  the  kingdoms  of  Europe.    He  trem- 
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bled,  to  reflect,  that  to  him  it  belonged  to  form  a  character,  to  oc- 
cupy so  high  a  station,  and  one  whose  future  conduct  would,  so  ex- 
tensively, affect  the  state  of  the  world.  He,  therefore,  employed 
all  his  rare  endowments  in  laboring  to  give  that  character  to  his 
royal  pupil,  which  would  fit  him  to  become  the  ruler  over  a  great 
and  powerful  people,  and  to  support  a  commanding  influence 
among  coteniporary  monarchs.  Thus,  Sirs,  to  you  is  intrusted  the 
care  of  youth,  who  have  commenced  an  existence  of  boundless 
duration.  And  as  you  have  so  much  the  control  over  all  their  as- 
sociations, in  this  moulding  period  of  their  life,  you  must  be,  in  a 
greater  or  less  degree,  the  arbiters  of  their  future  happiness,  or 
misery  Under  the  combined  influence  of  learning  and  grace, 
they  may  be  trained  for  that  immortal  crown  of  blessedness,  before 
which  the  proudest  ensigns  of  earthly  sovereigns  fade  away  into 
nothing.  It  is  from  you,  Gentlemen,  that  the  community  are  ex- 
pecting well  prepared  agents  to  manage  their  public  concerns  ;  and 
the  peace,  the  wealth,  and  the  glory  of  this  nation  may  be  affected, 
and  that  too,  for  centuries  to  come,  by  the  character  of  those 
scholars  whom  you  may  form  for  their  service. 

The  Trustees  of  this  Seminary  will  permit  me,  on  the  present 
occasion,  to  congratulate  them  on  the  character  of  the  work,  in 
Vv'hich  they  are  engaged.  In  founding  this  college,  and  furnishing 
it  with  the  means  of  knowledcre,  you  have  had  respect  to  the  pres- 
ent and  future  welfare  of  the  rising  generation.  You  have  at  once 
shown  your  veneration  for  divine  example,  and  love  for  your  coun- 
try, in  making  the  culture  of  the  youthful  mind  the  object  of  your 
high  concern.  What  object  in  this  lower  world,  so  worthy  of  your 
best  eflc»rls,  as  the  thinking,  imperishable,  and  mighty  spirit  of  man! 
This  mind  appears,  in  the  sight  of  God,  in  all  its  infinite  worth. 
Hence  he  has  placed  it  under  the  best  circumstances  to  secure  the 
purpose  of  its  being.  Though  he  is  making  countless  agents  act 
upon  the  human  mind,  and  though  he  is  instructing  it  by  many  and 
various  voices  and  symbols  ;  yet,  in  all  these  numberless  ways,  his 
unchanging  design  is  to  promote  the  growth  of  its  power  of  action, 
and  its  susceptibility  of  enjoyment.  This  grand  truth,  I  wish  to 
exhibit  before  you  in  the  boldest  relief  But  this  truth  like  many 
others  of  vital  moment,  is  slowly  rising  into  notice  and  power.  As 
yet,  it  is  hardly  above  the  horizon.  How  feeble  is  its  influence 
over  those,  who  have  some  faint  conceptions  of  its  existence. 
What  object  of  equal  worth,  has  been  so  lightly  esteemed,  and  mis- 
used, as  the  ethereal  spirit  of  man, — that  spirit,  which  is  capable 
of  embracing  the  present,  the  past,  and  the  future  ;  of  measuring 
the  earth,  of  scanning  the  heavens,  and  of  holding  delightful  inter- 
course with  the  pure  spirits  above?  Some  make  it  their  chief  con- 
cern to  train  its  noble  powers,  to  the  pursuits  of  avarice.  By  some 
it  is  disciplined  like  the  limbs  and  muscles  of  the  ancient  athlete, 
to  enter  the  combat  for  the  ephemeral  wreath  of  honor.  Others, 
again,  seduce  it  from  its  divine  rank,  and  teach  it  to  look  for  its 
supreme  delight  in  the  unrestrained  indulgence  of  animal  passions. 
But  if  all  men  could  be  made  to  see,  that  to  purify,  to  instruct,  to 
correct,  to  exercise,  and  to  enrich  the  human  soul  in  the  highest 
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ntlainable  degrees,  is  the  object  which  Jehovah  has  ever  had  in 
view  in  the  operations  of  his  hand,  who  would  not  feel  himself 
bound  to  co-operate  in  this  benevolent  work  of  Heaven  ?  Could 
this  cardinal  truth  be  placed  in  the  light  of  noon,  so  that  parents 
and  teachers,  and  the  whole  conimunity  could  behold  its  glory,  who 
then  would  dare  to  set  up  a  counter  interest,  who  would  think  him- 
self at  liberty  to  prostitute  the  heaven  born  spirit  of  man,  and  to 
confine  it  exclusively  to  the  momentary  pursuits  of  earth  1  Let  it 
be  our  care  not  to  be  involved  in  the  guilt  of  aiding  in  this  moral 
degradation.  What  should  we  say  of  the  prince  who  should  take 
his  gold  for  his  chariot  wheels,  or  his  precious  stones  and  jewels  to 
pave  the  walks  of  his  court  1  You  need  not  fear  that  the  moral 
culture  of  the  mind  will  cramp  youthful  genius,  or  quench  its  fire 
in  the  pursuits  of  classical  learning.  It  is  not  the  sentiments  of  re- 
ligion, but  it  is  dissipation  and  indolence,  which  are  the  grand  en- 
emies to  scientific  eminence.  The  profoundest  scholars,  and  the 
poets  who  have  soared  the  highest,  and  touched  the  most  thrilling 
notes,  have  obtained  their  inspirations,  fast  by  the  throne  of  God. 
Let  it  then  be  your  aim  to  treat  the  human  mind  according  to  its 
original  endowments,  and  with  steady  reference  to  its  future  wel- 
fare. To  animate  you,  gentlemen,  in  your  important  undertaking, 
you  are  surrounded  by  peculiar  encouragements.  You  are  blessed 
with  the  happiest  form  of  government,  and  with  rulers,  who  well 
know  that  our  dear-bought  freedom  cannot  be  preserved  and  trans- 
mitted to  posterity,  without  the  general  diffusion  of  knowledge,  and 
the  prevalence  of  sound  molality.  In  the  selection  of  a  site  for 
your  seminary,  you  have  been  specially  happy.  While  it  is  bless- 
ed with  the  best  means  of  health,  it  commands  a  prospect  of  unri- 
valled charms.  Placed  as  it  is,  in  view  of  the  Capitol  and  Metropolis 
of  our  nation,  it  presents  to  the  student  local  advantages  of  superi- 
or value.  Let  us,  then,  while  we  devoutly  implore  the  aid  of  that 
Almighty  Being,  without  whose  blessing  the  best  concerted  meas- 
ures for  the  benefit  of  man,  must  prove  abortive,  be  unwearied  in 
our  efforts  to  promote  the  growth  of  this  institution,  and  the 
Columbian  College  may  yet  be  a  distinguished  blessing  to  our 
flourishing  republic. 

Before  I  close,  permit  me  to  turn  my  attention  to  the  students  of 
this  college. 

Young  Gentlemen,  you  have  learnt  the  design  of  your  existence, 
and  the  end  for  which  you  must  employ  all  your  powers,  to  render 
your  life  an  everlasting  blessing.  Indeed,  if  I  should  intimate, 
that  you  are  sceptical  respecting  this  cardinal  truth,  I  should,  im- 
plicitly, impeach  the  soundness  of  your  judgment ;  for  the  over- 
whelming arguments  by  which  it  is  supported,  are  fully  in  your 
view.  The  only  question  is,  whether  you  are  immovably  fixed  to 
make  this  truth  the  supreme  law  of  your  lives.  What  purpose  can 
be  more  worthy  your  rank,  or  more  auspicious  to  your  future  pros- 
pects. Upon  you  rests  a  greater  weight  of  obligation  to  make  an 
unreserved  consecration  of  your  talents  for  improving  the  character 
and  condition  of  man,  than  has  rested  upon  any  preceding  genera- 
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tion.  You  have  come  upon  the  theatre  of  life,  at  a  period,  in  which 
the  facilities,  and  the  demands  for  benevolent  action,  are  the  most 
multiplied.  You  have  the  richest  blessings  to  impart;  you  speak 
a  language,  already  extensively  spoken,  and  which  promises  fairer, 
than  any  other,  to  become  universal ;  and  you  belong  to  a  nation, 
possessHig  unrivalled  advantages  in  commerce.  Think  not  that  you 
are  too  feeble  to  make  an  impression  upon  the  human  family.  Lu- 
ther, Bacon,  and  Locke,  did  not  think  so.  They  acted  upon  the 
principle,  that  they  individually  could  exert  an  influence,  which 
might  be  felt  round  the  globe.  The  cause  of  learning,  and  of  re- 
form, have,  in  all  ages  of  the  world,  advanced  under  the  in- 
fluence of  those  few  men,  who  have  stepped  forward,  and  labored 
with  all  their  might,  without  stopping  to  inquire,  whether  they 
should  fail,  if  not  supported  by  the  concurring  multitude.  Enter, 
then,  upon  this  work  with  all  the  enthusiasm,  which  its  nature  and 
consequences  ought  to  inspire.  In  making  the  growth  of  mind 
your  first  object,  you  need  not,  to  secure  success,  become  monks, 
or  ascetics ;  but  you  should  make  this  your  object,  that  you  may 
best  answer  the  claims  of  your  country.  The  number,  who  are 
engaged  to  advance  her  physical  interest  is  vastly  greater,  than  that 
of  those,  who  are  laboring  to  increase  her  moral  strength.  It  is 
the  agency  of  minds  of  pregnant  powers,  and  of  that  stern  integrity 
which  no  bribes  can  debauch,  that  our  country  needs,  more  than  an 
increase  of  capital,  or  of  manual  laborers.  Into  your  hands  the  desk 
and  the  bar,  the  bench,  and  the  seats  of  legislation,  are  soon  to  be 
resigned.  Can  you  fill  them  with  dignity  and  success,  if  you  are 
strangers  to  the  protracted  toils  of  study  and  of  thinking?  What- 
ever be  the  profession,  which  you  may  choose,  set  your  standard  of 
excellency  high,  and  say,  with  a  tone,  which  notliing  can  change, 
that  point  shall  be  gained ;  and  never  rest  till  your  object  is  won. 
High  aims  in  early  life,  and  undying  perseverance,  have  formed 
those  illustrious  characters,  who  have  conferred  the  brightest  hon- 
ors upon  the  human  race.  To  discipline  the  mind,  according  to 
your  wishes,  you  are  supplied  with  the  most  appropriate  and  pow- 
erful means.  Does  the  soul  suffer  its  divine  glories  to  be  sullied 
in  the  mire  of  lusts,  you  can  paint  before  it  the  folly  and  wretched- 
ness of  this  sensual  slavery.  Is  it  led  astray  by  some  dangerous 
spell,  you  have  the  means  of  breaking  the  enchantment.  Is  it  in- 
volved in  moral  darkness,  you  may  carry  to  it  the  light  of  life.  Is 
the  subject  of  your  instructions  bold  and  obdurate,  is  his  neck  stiff, 
like  an  iron  sinew,  you  are  armed  with  the  terrors  of  the  Lord, — 
with  weapons,  sharp  and  massive,  and  which,  like  the  shining  of 
God's  glittering  spear,  may,  at  once,  terrify  and  subdue  the  stoutest 
heart.  Is  he  captivated  by  earthborn  glories,  lift  the  veil,  which 
hides  from  his  sight  the  future  tribunal,  let  the  light  of  eternity 
shine  upon  him,  and  all  the  charms  of  this  deceitful  world  may 
vanish  from  his  view.  This  intellectual  culture,  when  aided  by 
the  power  of  grace  in  relation  to  yourselves,  will  put  you  in  pos- 
session of  sources  of  enjoyment,  which  the  vicissitudes  of  time  can 
never  destroy.  Taught  by  the  light  of  Revelation,  and  by  the 
disasters  which  often  sweep  away  the  richest  earthly  inheritance, 
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you  will  see  the  folly  of  resting  your  hopes  upon  such  uncertain 
objects.  You  will  build  your  house  on  a  high  foundation,  where 
you  will  enjoy  perpetual  sunshine,  while  you  hear  the  thunder  of 
the  distant  tempest.  But,  young  gentlemen,  if  you  are  not  yet 
resolved  to  make  the  advancement  of  mind  in  moral  and  in- 
tellectual excellency  your  greatest  care,  let  me  remind  you,  that 
you  cannot,  with  impunity,  wave  such  a  resolution.  The  obliga- 
tion, which  rests  upon  you  to  do  so,  results  from  your  endowments 
and  relations  ;  and  it  is  as  much  beyond  your  power  to  cast  it  off,  as 
it  is  to  effect  your  own  annihilation,  or  to  dethrone  the  Majesty  of 
heaven.  It  does  not  belong  to  you  to  say  what  shall  be  the  num- 
ber of  your  talents,  or  the  nature  of  your  connections.  These  are 
unalterably  fixed  by  that  Being,  with  whom  there  is  no  shadow  of 
turning.  It  is  only  for  you  to  say,  whether  these  talents  shall  be 
improved,  or  abused,  whether  your  relations  shall  be  sustained  with 
honor,  or  with  ignominy,  and,  whether  your  undying  spirit  shall 
be  fitted  to  swell  the  chorus  of  heaven,  or  the  wailings  of  despair. 
In  view  of  alternatives,  marked  with  such  a  momentous  difference, 
you  cannot  be  ignorant  of  the  path  of  wisdom. 


MR  Goodrich's  ecclesiastical  history. 

Outlines  of  Ecclesiastical  History,  on  a  New  Plan,  designed  for 
Academies  and  Schools.  By  Rev.  Charles  A.  Goodrich.  Il- 
lustrated by  Engravings.  12mo.  pp.  424.  Hartford,  New- 
York,  and  "Boston,  1829. 

We  like  the  design  and  the  general  plan  of  this  compendium. 
Its  execution,  too,  for  the  most  part,  is  worthy  of  commendation. 
And  we  are  very  sorry  that  we  cannot  recommend  it  to  the  public, 
as  being  altogether  what  it  should  be,  and  what  the  professions  and 
the  presumable  means  of  the  author  would  lead  us  to  expect.  His 
work  is  intended  for  the  use  of '  Academies  and  Schools,'  in  which 
the  children  of  persons  belonging  to  the  various  religious  denomin- 
ations meet  promiscuously.  He  assures  us  in  his  preface,  that  he 
has  endeavored  to  keep  this  fact  in  view,  and  that  *  he  has  not 
considered  it  his  province  to  enter  into  the  discussion  of  contro- 
verted points,  nor  to  give  his  individual  opinion  on  which  side 
the  truth  lies.'  He  tells  us  that  *  he  has  endeavored  to  confine 
himself  to  facts,  and  to  facts  of  importance.' 

After  these  bland  professions,  we  were  not  a  little  grieved  to  find, 
almost  in  the  very  beginning  of  the  History,  such  statements  as  the 
following  :  p.  25  :  *  The  great  object  of  Christ  in  coming  into  the 
world,  was  to  place  the  church  upon  a  new  establishment,  upon 

which  it  should  finally  embrace  all  nations.  There  never  was 

but  one  church  in  the  world.'  P.  26 :  *  Christ  made  his  first  ap- 
pearance to  John  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Jordan,  where  he  was 
baptized.'  [Is  it  ^  fact  that  Christ  was  baptized  '  on  the  banks  of 
the  river '  ?]    *  The  object  of  his  being  baptized  was  to  be  legally 
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and  solemnly  consecrated  as  High  Priest. — Under  the  law,  the 
priests  were  consecrated  to  their  office  by  baptism,  and  anointing 
with  oil.  Instead  of  oil,  he  was  baptized  with  the  Holy  Ghost. 
For,  the  heavens  were  opened,  and  the  Spirit  of  God  descended 
like  a  dove,  and  lighted  upon  him.'  P.  27  :  '  He  introduced  the 
Lord's  supper  in  the  room  of  the  Jewish  feasts ;  baptism  in  the 
room  of  circumcision.' 

Whatever  may  be  the  *  individual  opinion'  of  the  author,  a  little 
sober  reflection  must,  surely,  convince  him  of  the  great  impropriety 
of  obtruding  upon  our  children,  doctrinal  nolions  like  these,  under 
the  disguise  of  uncontroverted  historical  facts. 

On  the  398th  page,  it  seems  to  be  taught  that  the  fathers  of 
New  England  had  a  right  to  hate  the  Quakeis,  and  to  punish 
them  severely,  though  not  quite  so  severely  as  to  put  them  to  death. 
And  on  p.  386,  it  is  insinuated  that  the  general  principle  of  the 
Baptists  in  respect  to  admission  to  the  Lord's  supper,  is  the  off- 
spring of  an  illiberal  spirit.  On  the  next  page,  it  is  stated,  *  They 
have  several  churches  in  New  England,  but  are  chiefly  to  be  found 

in  the  southern  and  western  states.  They  have  a  college  at 

Providence,  R.  L  which  is  a  respectable  institution  ;  a  theological 
seminary  at  Waterville,  Maine,  and  another  at  Washington  city.' 
We  are  glad  that  justice  is  done  to  the  college  at  Providence  ;  but, 
unhappily,  the  reader  is  left  to  infer  that  we  have  no  other  college, 
and  no  other  *  respectable  institution.'  The  author  ought  to  have 
been  acquainted  with  the  existence  of  Waterville  College,  and  of 
the  College  at  the  city  of  Washington.  As  to  the  Seminary  at 
Hamilton,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  and  the  Newton  Theologi- 
cal Institution,  in  Massachusetts,  and  others,  it  may,  some  ages 
hence,  be  very  plausibly  maintained  that  they  did  not  exist  in  July, 
1829,  the  time  of  this  History's  publication. 

And  yet,  this  History  is  probably  not  more  defective  and  partial 
than  most  other  Histories  that  contain  accounts  of  our  denomina- 
tion, drawn  up  by  good  men  who  have  viewed  us  either  at  a  dis- 
tance, or  through  some  distorting  medium.  •  It  may  easily,  by  a  ju- 
dicious and  candid  revision,  be  freed  from  the  faults  and  errors 
which  we  have  mentioned,  and  from  some  others  which  we  have 
passed  over  in  silence,  and  thus  be  rendered  worthy  of  general  ap- 
probation and  patronage. 


MR  James's  family  monitor. 

The  Family  31onitoi\  or  Help  to  Domestic  Happiness.  By  John 
Angell  James.  12mo.  pp.  234.  Boston  :  Crocker  &-  Brewster, 
1829. 

Domestic  Happiness  ! — who  can  think  of  it  without  emotion, 
and  the  awakening  of  a  thousand  tender  recollections,  and  an  un- 
utterable interest  in  respect  to  his  own  prospects?  Who  will  not 
welcome  a  Help  to  the  attainment  of  so  desirable  an  object  ?  We 
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need  not  expatiate  on  its  importance.  All  who  have  reflected  on 
the  subject,  and  all  who  now  reflect  on  it  seriously,  must  admit 
that  this  is  indeed  one  of  those  matters  which  '  come  home  to  men's 
business  and  bosoms.' 

Mr  James's  book  well  corresponds  with  its  title.  It  consists  of 
seven  chapters,  on  the  following  subjects  ;  namely  :  the  domestic 
constitution,  and  the  mutual  duties  of  husbands  and  wives;  the 
special  duties  of  husbands  and  of  wives;  the  formation  of  the  mar- 
riage union  ;  the  duties  of  parents :  the  duties  of  children  to  their 
parents  ;  the  duties  of  masters  ;  and  the  duties  of  servants  or  hired 
persons. 

Whoever  has  read  the  Christian  Father's  Present  to  his  Chil- 
dren,— a  work  by  the  same  author,  and  one  which  it  would  be 
well  for  every  father  to  put  into  the  hands  of  his  children, — will  be 
desirous  of  obtaining  the  Family  Monitor,  to  which  we  are  now 
inviting  the  attention  of  our  readers.  This  is  a  present  to  the 
whole  family.  It  addresses  the  language  of  wisdom  and  affection 
to  all,  in  a  manner  admirably  adapted  to  make  a  salutary  and  lasting 
impression.  Only  a  faint  idea  of  its  value  can  be  formed  from  any 
specimens  that  can  here  be  introduced :  yet  it  may  not  be  useless 
to  transcribe  the  following  paragraphs,  which  occur  in  the  first 
chapter. 

'Precious,  indeed,  are  the  joys  of  a  happy  family;  but  oh,  how 
fleet!  How  soon  must  the  circle  be  broken  up,  how  suddenly  ma?/ 
it  may  be  !  What  scenes  of  delight,  resembling  gay  visions  of  fairy 
bliss,  have  all  been  unexpectedly  wrapt  in  shadow  and  gloom,  by  mis- 
fortune, by  sickness,  by  death.  The  last  enemy  has  entered  the  para- 
dise, and  by  expelling  one  of  its  tenants,  has  imbittered  the  scene  to 
the  rest;  the  ravages  of  death  have  been  in  some  cases  followed  by 
the  desolations  of  poverty;  and  they  who  once  dwelt  together  in  the 
happy  enclosure,  have  been  separated  and  scattered  to  meet  no  more. 
But  religion,  true  religion,  if  it  be  possessed,  will  gather  them  together 
again,  after  this  destruction  of  their  earthly  ties,  and  conduct  them 
to  another  paradise,  into  which  no  calamity  shall  enter,  and  from 
which  no  joy  shall  ever  depart. 

'  Happy  then  would  it  be  for  all  who  stand  related  by  these  house- 
hold ties,  if  the  bonds  of  nature  were  hallowed  and  rendered  perma- 
nent by  those  of  divine  grace.  To  found  our  union  on  any  basis  which 
does  not  contain  religion  in  its  formation,  is  to  erect  it  on  a  quick- 
sand, and  to  expose  it  to  the  fury  of  a  thousand  billows,  each  of  which 
may  overturn  the  fabric  of  our  comfort  in  a  moment;  but  to  rest  it 
upon  religion  is  to  found  it  upon  a  rock,  where  we  shall  individually 
still  find  a  refuge,  when  the  nearest  and  the  dearest  relations  are 
swept  away  by  the  tide  of  dissolution. 

'It  is  a  pleasing  reflection,  that  the  domestic  constitution  depends 
not  for  its  existence,  its  laws,  its  right  administration  or  its  rich  ad- 
vantages, either  upon  family  possessions,  or  the  forms  of  national 
policy.  It  may  live  and  flourish  in  all  its  tender  charities,  and  all  its 
sweet  felicities,  and  all  its  moral  power,  in  the  cottage  as  well  as  in 

the  mansion  It  accommodates  itself  to  every  changing  form  of 

surrounding  society,  to  every  nation,  and  to  every  age.'         p.  19. 

'  As  the  wife  should  be  willing  to  help  the  husband,  in  matters  of 
business,  so  he  should  be  willing  to  share  with  her  the  burden  of  do- 
mestic anxieties  and  fatigue  My  heart  has  ached  to  see  the  slavery 
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of  some  devoted,  hard-working,  and  ill-used  wives.  After  laboring  all 
day  amidst  the  ceaseless  toils  of  a  young  and  numerous  family,  they 
have  had  to  pass  the  hours  of  evening  in  solitude;  while  their  hus- 
bands, instead  of  coming  home  to  cheer  them  by  their  society,  or  to 
reheve  them  for  only  an  half  hour  of  their  fatigue,  have  been  either 
at  a  party  or  a  sermon  :  and  then  have  these  hapless  women  had  to 
wake  and  watch  the  livelong  night,  over  a  sick  or  restless  babe,  while 
the  men  whom  they  accepted  as  the  partners  of  their  sorrows,  were 
sleeping  by  their  side,  unwilling  to  give  a  single  hour  of  their  slumber, 
though  it  was  to  allow  a  little  repose  to  their  toil-worn  wives.  Why, 
even  the  irrational  creatures  shame  such  men  ;  for  it  is  a  well  known 
fact,  that  the  male  bird  takes  his  turn  upon  the  nest  during  the  season 
of  incubation,  to  allow  the  female  time  to  renew  her  strength,  by  food 
and  rest ;  and  with  her,  also,  goes  in  diligent  quest  of  food,  and  feeds 
the  young  ones  when  they  cry.'  p.  33. 

There  may  be  wives  who  need  the  rebuke,  here  so  eloquently 
and  so  justly  administered  to  unnatural  husbands:  It  may  be  so, 

'  And  mothers  monsters  prove 

but  we  rejoice  in  believing  that  the  number  is  rery  small. 


MODERN  GREECE  :  REVIEW  OF  DR  HOWE's  SKETCH  OF  THE 
GREEK  REVOLUTION. 

An  Historical  Sketch  of  the  Greek  Revolution.  By  Samuel  G. 
Howe,  M.  D.  Late  Surgeon  in  Chief  to  the  Greek  Fleet. 
New- York  :  1828  :  White,  Gallaher,  &  White.    8vo.  pp.  452. 

Greece,  once  the  "  land  of  science  and  of  song  ;"  since  "  tram- 
pled by  the  ruthless  Ottoman" — Greece,  once  the  "home  of 
freedom,  the  nursery  of  the  arts,  the  asylum  of  the  oppressed;" 
since  "  mangled  and  bleeding  at  every  pore" — Greece,  has  long 
been  a  standing  topic  for  the  blazonry  of  declamation,  and  the 
enthusiasm  of  poetry.  For  ages  her  very  name  has  been  invested 
with  a  hoary  sacredness  that  has  commanded  almost  universal  ad- 
miration and  respect.  But  during  her  recent  insurrection,  and 
most  sanguinary  struggle  for  liberty,  she  has  been  the  subject  of  a 
still  more  intense  and  absorbing  interest.  The  touching  associa- 
tions of  thirty  centuries  have  gatiiered  thickly  around  the  spirits  of 
the  philosopher,  the  artist,  the  statesman,  and  especially  the  Chris- 
tian, appealing  strongly  to  their  sympathies,  and  awakening  a  gen- 
erous solicitude  for  the  redemption — the  civil,  intellectual,  and 
moral  redemption,  of  a  noble,  but  down-trodden  people. 

The  open  warlike  operations  of  the  Greek  insurgents  commenc- 
ed early  in  the  year  1821.  From  that  time  until  the  destruction  of 
the  Turco-Egyptian  fleet,  in  the  harbor  of  Navarino,  Oct.  20,  1827, 
the  contest  was  fierce  and  destructive.  For  a  detailed  statement 
of  its  odious  scenes  of  perfidy,  bloodshed,  and  atrocious  cruelty,  we 
refer  our  readers  to  the  sickening  disclosures  of  the  "  Sketch" 
before  us.    It  was  a  contest  between  the  Greek,  who  felt  that  he 
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had  endured  sufficiently  long  the  indignities  of  a  merciless  ser- 
vitude,— and  the  Turk,  whose  nature,  education,  and  religion, 
unite  to  render  him  an  incarnation  of  barbarism.  And  it  was  dis- 
tinguished by  events  which  justify  Dr  Howe,  and  other  friends  of 
Greece,  in  denominating  it  "The  Greek  RcvuluiionJ^  Notwith- 
standing the  numerous  imperfections  and  vices  with  which  the 
Greeks  have  been  chargeable,  such  as  are  incident  to  their  igno- 
rance, their  habits  of  life,  and  their  oppressed  condition,  added  to 
the  common  depravedness  of  the  heart,  yet  they  have,  in  the  main, 
exhibited  a  love  of  liberty,  a  devotion  to  their  country,  a  patriotic 
bravery,  and  a  spirit  of  self-sacrifice,  which  have  seldom  been 
surpassed. 

We  abhor  war  in  all  its  shapes.    It  is  utterly  hostile  to  the  spirit 
of  Christianity,  and  we  conceive  the  occasions  to  be  few,  very  few, 
where  man  is  justifiable  in  shedding  the  blood  of  his  fellow  man. 
If  there  ever  were  such  an  occasion,  surely  the  one  before  us  pos- 
sessed that  character.    If  believers  in  the  Christian  religion  may 
fight  for  any  thing,  certainly  they  may  for  liberty — for  their  coun- 
try's rights — for  the  products  of  the  soil  which  they  cultivate — for 
their  own  dear  homes,  their  wives  and  daughters.    For  all  these 
have  the  heroic  Greeks  been  most  resolutely  fighting,  and  in  the 
unequal  struggle,  they  have  most  bitterly  suffered.  Thousands 
and  thousands  of  their  best  citizens — thousands  and  thousands  of 
their  women  and  children,  have  been  savagely  butchered,  or  still 
more  savagely  dragged  off  to  a  slavery  thirty  fold  worse  than 
death.    Their  cities  ami  fortresses  have  been  levelled  to  the  dust — 
their  villages  blackened  with  entire  desolation — their  fields  and 
vineyards  swept  bare  of  every  thing  which  fire  would  burn — their 
houseless  population  scattered  over  the  ravaged  plains,  or  driven 
to  the  fastnesses  of  the  mountains,  and  reduced  to  the  severest  ex- 
tremities of  nakedness  and  hunger.    But  amid  all  these  scenes  of 
carnage,  devastation,  and  suffering,  Greece  maintained  the  contest, 
and  would  doubtless  have  continued  it  until  the  last  Greek  should 
have  expired  in  her  defence,  were  it  not  for  the  peculiar  interven- 
tion of  Heaven,  who  was  evidently  resolved  to  prevent  the  extinc- 
tion of  the  race,  and  spare  a  portion  for  higher  and  nobler  purposes. 
Factions,  excited  and  led  on  by  selfish,  remorseless,  unpatriotic 
chiefs,  were  continually  sucking  the  heart's  blood,  and  debilitating 
the  energies  of  their  country's  government.     The  citizens  of 
Christian  nations  were  embezzling  her  loans,  and  coldly  speculat- 
ing upon  her  miseries.    Mahometans  were  ravaging  her  territory, 
dismembering,  impaling,  enslaving  her  population.    Yet  Greece 
held  on  her  way,  enduring  her  frequent  reverses  with  unblench- 
ing  fortitude,  maintaining  a  vigorous  hope  of  ultimate  success, 
and  looking  up  to  God  for  his  merciful  guidance  and  protec- 
tion.    And  that  protection  He  granted  at  a  moment  when  her 
whole  condition  and  prospects  wore  an  aspect  the  most  dark  and 
unlovely.    A  benignant  Providence  interfered  at  a  critical  junc- 
ture, raising  up  friends  to  pity  her  woes,  and  lay  a  strong  hand 
upon  the  aggressions  of  her  pitiless  invader. 
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The  probability  now  is,  that  Greece  will  suffer  no  more  from  the 
despotic  authority  of  the  Turk.  She  is  to  assume  rank  among  the 
nations,  and  to  be  acknowledged  as  possessing  rights,  which  for 
centuries  have  been  denied.  Her  cruel  oppressor  has  recently 
been  humbled  by  the  power  of  Russia.  The  crescent — his  na- 
tional ensign,  has  long  been  waning ;  and  it  may  soon  be  utterly 
eclipsed.  That  will  be  a  glad  day,  not  only  to  the  Greek,  but  to 
the  whole  civilized  world,  when  the  politico-religious  abomina- 
tions of  Mahometanism,  shall  be  washed  out  from  the  soil  of  Europe. 
And  a  still  more  joyful  period  will  it  be,  when  they  shall  be 
thoroughly  removed  from  the  soil  of  the  whole  earth,  and  be  suc- 
ceeded by  the  religion  of  Him  who  is  the  true  Prophet  and  the  Son 
of  God. 

To  the  Christian,  Greece  now  presents  a  field  of  inviting  interest. 
Almost  every  spot  is  hallowed  by  recollections  of  a  loftier  and 
purer  character  than  any  which  arrest  the  attention  of  the  merely 
classic  admirer.  As  we  perused  the  soul-stirring  "  Sketch"  before 
us,  the  names  of  places  were  often  recurring,  which  brought  up 
afresh  a  series  of  associations  from  the  narratives  and  letters  of  the 
New  Testament.  When  we  read  of  the  bloody  scenes  transacted 
on  the  beautiful  island,  Scio,  we  thought  of  Chios ^  over  against 
which  Luke  and  his  companions  came,  the  next  day  after  taking 
in  Paul  at  Assos.  And  when  the  historian  alluded  to  Athens,  we 
were  reminded  of  the  altar  with  this  inscription,  "  To  the  un- 
known God,"  and  of  the  eloquent  discourse  of  the  Apostle,  upon 
the  hill  of  Mars.  Corinth  was  the  city  where  Christ  had  *'  much 
people,"  where  a  flourishing  church  existed,  and  afterwards  be- 
coming corrupt,  was  rebuked  by  the  faithful  Paul.  Macedo- 
nia was  the  same  country,  whose  angel  implored,  and  still  implores, 
"  Come  over  and  help  us."  Saloniki  reminded  us  of  Thessalonica, 
whence  sounded  out  the  word  of  the  Lord"  to  bless  the  adjacent 
regions.  It  was  in  Achaia,  that  Paul,  "  mightily  convinced  the 
Jews,  puhlicly  shoicing  by  the  Scriptures  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ  " 
Dear  as  were  these  and  various  other  places  from  the  recollections 
of  classic  story,  still  they  were  incomparably  dearer  in  consequence 
of  their  connexion  with  Christian  history  and  Christian  truth. 

The  soil  of  Greece  was  early  trodden  by  the  heralds  of  Chris- 
tianity, and  among  its  population  immense  numbers  became  the 
followers  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth.  In  no  part  of  the  world  were  the 
labors  of  Paul,  and  Timothy,  and  Titus,  and  their  fellow  servants, 
more  extensively  blessed.  There  the  Christian  religion  obtained 
effectual  root,  and  it  has  never  since  been  wholly  exterminated. 
Disfigured,  indeed,  and  degraded  by  superstition  and  folly,  it  has 
lost  much  of  its  purity  and  beauty,  but  its  form  remains,  and  has 
had  an  incalculable  amount  of  influence  upon  the  people  in  the 
prosecution  of  their  revolutionary  enterprise.  The  cross  has  been 
their  banner,  and  although  little  affected  by  the  truths  which  it 
represents,  yet  in  the  warmth  of  their  veneration  for  the  cross,  as 
a  national  emblem,  they  have  stood  by  it  in  times  of  peril,  choosing 
rather  to  be  hewn  in  pieces  around  it  by  scimitars  and  yataghans, 
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than  prove  recreant  to  their  vows,  and  suffer  it  to  be  supplanted  hj 
the  polluted  crescent. 

It  is  painful  to  reflect  that  such  multitudes  of  Greeks  have  been 
so  inhumanly  slaughtered,  and  their  deathless  spirits  sent  beyond 
the  reach  of  evangelical  effort.  But  two  millions  still  survive,  and 
the  events  of  Providence  concur  in  distinctly  suggesting  that  they 
survive  for  purposes  connected  with  the  advancement  of  Christian 
truth  and  holiness.  The  affairs  of  Greece,  external  and  internal, 
civil,  intellectual  and  religious,  have  assumed  an  attitude  which 
strongly  indicates  the  duty  of  the  Christian  Church.  If  it  be  true 
that  "  the  opportunity  and  the  ability  to  do  good,  create  obligation 
to  do  good,"  then  is  the  obligation  of  American  Christians,  in  re- 
spect to  Greece,  most  clearly  established.  If  it  be  true  that  "  to 
him  who  knowcth  to  do  good,  and  doeth  it  not,  it  is  sin;''  then  is  it 
certain  that  American  Baptists  must  speedily  do  something  for  the 
spiritual  revolution  of  Greece,  or  a  vast  amount  of  guilt  will  be  ac- 
cumulated at  our  door. 

The  opijortunity  is  now  as  good  as  can  be  desired.  The  hor- 
rors of  war  have  entirely  ceased — the  forces  of  the  enemy  are  all 
withdrawn — the  Sultan  has  relinquished  all  claim  to  Greece,  and 
has  recognised  her  independence — internal  feuds  have  mostly  sub- 
sided, and  the  people  will  doubtless  enjoy  a  mild  and  liberal  gov- 
ernment. The  present  chief  magistrate.  Count  Capo  d'  Istria,  is 
represented  as  an  intelligent  and  prudent  ruler,  the  friend  of  liberty, 
the  encourager  of  the  arts  and  sciences,  and  as  possessing,  in  a 
remarkable  degree,  the  confidence  of  the  people.  Whatever  modi- 
fications the  Allied  Powers  may  see  fit  to  make  of  the  present 
form  of  Government,  and  whomsoever  they  may  designate  as  the 
future  ruler  of  Greece,  it  cannot  be  that  she  will  ever  again  be  sub- 
jected to  the  crushing  influence  of  despotism.  She  must  be  placed 
in  a  condition  where  the  improvement  which  has  so  happily  com- 
menced may  be  permitted  to  advance.  Perhaps  the  greatest  evil 
to  be  apprehended  in  the  system  of  government  which  she  is  to  re- 
ceive, is  the  establishment  of  a  national  religion.  In  order  to  pre- 
vent such  a  disastrous  result,  it  is  desirable  that  speedy  efforts 
be  made  to  enlighten  the  people  of  Greece  upon  the  subject, 
and  to  create  in  their  minds  such  a  knowledge  of  the  blessings  of 
religious  as  well  as  civil  liberty,  as  will  prepare  them  judiciously 
and  firmly  to  resist  every  proposition  for  such  an  encroachment 
upon  their  rights.  To  save  them  from  such  a  soul-withering  calam- 
ity, no  prudent  means  should  be  spared. 

The  population  of  Greece,  though  much  degraded,  and  exceed- 
ingly ignorant,  and  too  meanly  subservient  to  their  priests, — a  vile 
race, — yet  are  not  so  bigoted  as  the  Catholics — not  so  inaccessible 
to  the  light  of  truth,  nor  so  bitterly  })rejudiced  against  Protestants, 
They  are  anxious  for  the  establishment  of  schools  and  seminaries 
of  learning,  and  w  ish  to  promote  a  general  system  of  education. 
The  President  has  given  liberty  to  foreigners  to  open  schools  for 
the  instruction  of  the  youth,  and  also  to  distribute  the  Scriptures 
and  religious  books  to  any  practicable  extent.    The  Bible  is  re- 

Dec.  1829.  54 


410 


Modern  Greece. 


ceived  and  read  with  avidity — tracts  are  earnestly  solicited,  and 
religious  instruction  is  heard  with  attentiveness  and  favor.  In  a 
word,  Greece  Proper,  and  the  neighboring  islands,  now  present  an 
open  field  for  the  efforts  of  philanthropy.  And  the  appeal  comes 
forcibly  addressed  to  Christians  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  to  fur- 
nish them  with  religious  teachers,  and  with  the  word  of  God. 
This  appeal  is  heard,  and  at  least  two  denominations  of  Christians 
have  now  their  agents  on  the  ground,  reconnoitering  its  condition, 
its  necessities,  and  its  prospects.  It  is  high  time  that  other  portions 
of  the  "sacramental  host"  were  engaged  in  the  same  enterprise. 
Greece  is  a  common  field,  and  its  effectual  cultivation  requires  a 
common  effort — an  energetic  effort  that  shall  include  the  sympa- 
thies, and  prayers,  and  resources  of  all  who  love  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ. 

A  glance  at  the  map  of  the  eastern  hemisphere  will  convince  any 
individual,  that  although  the  territory  of  Greece  is  small,  yet  its 
location  gives  it  an  importance  surpassed  by  no  spot  of  the  same 
magnitude  on  the  surface  of  the  globe.  It  holds  a  kind  of  central 
position  between  Europe,  Asia,  and  Africa,  and  if  only  purified, 
it  could  easily  distribute  the  waters  of  salvation  extensively  over 
those  three  great  portions  of  the  earth.  When  Churches  are  once 
established  in  Greece,  such  as  flourished  there  in  the  days  of  Paul, 
how  easily  might  the  word  of  the  Lord  sound  out  from  them  to  the 
limits  of  the  continent.  Greece  holds  a  position  most  favorable 
for  the  establishment  of  a  mighty  depository,  from  which  might  be 
issued  Bibles  and  Tracts,  accompanied  by  faithful  Missionaries,  to 
enlighten  and  bless  the  Catholic,  the  Greek  Church,  the  Mahome- 
tan and  the  Pagan.  With  them  all  the  intercourse  might  thus  be 
rendered  easy  and  frequent. 

And  no  one  can  question  that  the  period  for  the  vigorous  com- 
mencement of  the  enterprise  which  shall  look  to  such  a  result,  has 
arrived.  The  Providence  of  God  is  distinctly  saying,  "  Behold 
NOW  is  the  accepted  iijue.''  If  Christians  would  do  something  for 
the  intellectual  and  spiritual  elevation  of  Greece,  and  thus  disenthral 
and  save  two  millions  of  a  noble  race,  let  them  now  put  forth  their 
energies,  and  lift  their  united  cry  to  God.  If,  in  addition  to  this, 
they  would  acquire  the  possession  of  a  field  which  promises  such 
incomparable  advantages  for  the  success  of  future  effort,  let  them 
noic  commence  the  work  of  acquisition.  No  time  is  to  be  lost; 
and  if  the  present'opportunity  is  not  embraced,  generations  of  sin- 
ners may  pass  off  to  the  retributions  of  eternity,  before  another  such 
will  be  offered. 

Touching  the  question  of  r/5?7//j/ to  effectuate  the  objects  here 
contemplated,  we  need  only  refer  to  the  immense  and  increasing 
numbers  of  the  Baptist  Denomination  in  the  United  States,  and  it 
is  decided.  In  the  great  work  of  causing  the  gospel  to  be  preach- 
ed "  to  every  creature,'^  we  have  done  comparatively  nothing.  We 
are  amply  able,  and  it  is  our  duty  before  God,  to  do  annually,  one 
hundred  times  the  amount  of  what  we  are  now  doing.  Jf,  with  the 
little  which  has  been  contributed,  so  much  has  been  accomplished 
in  the  Burman  Empire,  what  stupendous  results  might  we  antici- 
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pate  if  we  were  to  supply  the  funds  which  our  circumstances  might 
justify,  and  which  the  necessities  of  Burmah  and  of  other  countries 
actually  demand.  Multitudes  of  our  brethren,  and  of  whole 
Churches,  do  nothing.  What  is  furnished,  is  contributed  by  a  very 
few. 

It  is  time  that  we  awake  to  our  duty — awake  to  the  appeals  of 
dying  millions — awake  to  the  claims  of  Him  who  was  nailed  to  the 
cross.  Let  the  Board  of  the  General  Convention  despatch  some 
competent  person  to  Greece  to  survey  the  ground,  and  ascertain  the 
most  favorable  points  at  which  to  comrnence  operations.  Let  his 
expenses  be  defrayed  by  special  contributions  for  the  purpose.  Let 
some  of  our  pious  and  intelligent  young  men  prepare  to  enter  with- 
out delay,  upon  the  work  of  teaching  and  preaching  among  the 
Greeks  ;  and  let  an  effort  be  made  so  to  multiply  the  funds  of  the 
Board,  that  they  may  be  able  to  proceed  to  the  execution  of  meas- 
ures which  shall  look  not  only  to  the  intellectual  and  religious  im- 
provement of  Greece,  but  to  the  salvation  of  the  benighted  millions 
who  inhabit  the  regions  beyond.  We  fondly  hope  to  witness  the 
period  when  our  ministers  in  Greece  shall  inform  us  of  their  "  first 
fruits"  in  Achaia — of  the  baptism  of  households  at  Corinth  and 
Philippi — of  the  general  spread  of  the  gospel  in  that  land  of  an- 
cient and  modern  wonder.  And  dying,  we  hope  to  rejoice  in  the 
assurance  that  our  own  brethren  have  done  their  proportion  in  con- 
tributing to  this  desirable  result. 


THE  MOTHER. 

To  the  eye  of  a  Mother  the  fountain  of  mind, 

In  the  babe  whose  fond  arms  round  her  bosom  are  wreathed. 

Is  unsealed,  while  its  depths  are  yet  clearly  defined, 
Ere  a  channel  is  chosen  or  murmur  is  breathed. 

In  the  field  which  it  waters,  affection's  soft  vale, 

A  privileged  laborer  she  may  be  found, 
Ere  the  dews  of  the  morning  begin  to  exhale, 

Or  the  rank  weeds  of  vice  have  infested  the  ground. 

She  breaks  up  a  soil,  where  the  poisonous  root 

Of  error  has  never  inwoven  its  snare — 
Where  no  sharp  thorns  of  prejudice  rigidly  shoot — 

And  plants  the  rich  germs  of  eternity  there. 

Not  prayerless,  not  tearless,  she  goes  to  her  toil, 

By  turns,  hope  and  fear  in  her  bosom  will  move, 
For  each  seed  that  she  drops  in  that  delicate  soil, 
She  feels  should  be  such  as  all  Heaven  can  approve. 
Exeter,  JV.  H.  Newton. 


NOTICES  OF  RECENT  PUBLICATIONS. 

Among  the  recent  publications  to  Denomination  in  the  United  States,  at 

which  we  have  been  particularly  de-  Philadelphia,  April  29, 1829.    By  Dan- 

sirous  of  calling  the  attention  of  our  iel  Sharp,  Pastor  of  the  Charles-Street 

readers,  are  the  following.  Baptist  Church,  Boston. 

1.  Obligations  of  Christians  to  the  2.  The  Moral  Responsibility  of  Civ- 
Heathen  ;  a  Sermon  preached  before  il  Rulers  ;  a  Sermon,  addressed  to  the 
the  General  Convention  of  the  Baptist  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Connecticut, 
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at  the  Annual  Election  in  Hartford, 
May  6,  1829.  By  Benjamin  M.  Hill, 
Pastor  of  the  Baptist  Church  in  New 
Haven. 

3.  A  Sermon  delivered  at  the  Dedi- 
cation of  the  new  Meeting-House  of 
the  First  Baptist  Church  and  Society, 
Union-Street,  Boston,  June  18,  1829. 
By  Cyrus  Pitt  Grosvenor,  Pastor  of  the 
Church  and  Society. 

The  subject  of  Dr  Sharp's  Sermon, 
nnd  that  of  Mr  Hill's,  are  indicated  on 
the  title  pages ;  and  that  of  Mr  Grosve- 
nor's  is  equally  elevated  and  appropri- 
ate. His  text  is  Rom.  xi.  36.  For  of 
Him,  and  through  Him,  and  to  Him, 
are  all  things;  to  ivhom  he  glory  for 
ever. 

We  have  wished  not  merely  to  say 
that  these  discourses  are  worthy  of  the 
important  occasions  on  which  they 
were  dehvered,  but  to  exhibit  some  of 
their  prominent  features,  and  to  con- 
tribute what  might  be  in  our  power 
towards  extending  and  deepening  the 
salutary  impressions  which  they  are 
adapted  to  make.  This  service  our 
limits  now  forbid  our  attempting. 

4.  Wisdom's  Voice  to  the  Rising 
Generation ;  being  a  selection  of  the 
best  Addresses  and  Sermons  on  Intem- 
perance, from  Dwight,  Rush,  Kitter- 
edge,  Porter,  Beechsr,  Sprague  and 
others.  By  Abner  W.  Clopton,  and 
Eli  Ball,  ministers  of  the  gospel,  Vir- 
ginia.   Philadelphia,  pp.  172. 

5.  Spirituous  Liquors  Pernicious  and 
Useless;  an  Address,  dehvered  in  the 
Second  Baptist  Meeting-house,  Boston, 
April  9,  1829,  the  day^of  the  Annual 
Fast.  By  James  D.  Knowles,  Pastor 
of  the  Second  Baptist  Church,  Boston. 
Lincoln  &  Edmands.  pp.  24. 

Let  productions  like  these  be  widely 
circulated,  and  immense  benefits  will 
follow. 

6  Letters  on  Clerical  iManners  and 
Hahit>*;  addressed  to  a  Student  in  the 
Theological  Seminary  at  Princeton, 
N.  J.  'By  Samuel  Miller,  D.  D.  Pro- 
fessor of  Ecclesiastical  History  and 


Church  Government  in  the  said  Semi- 
nary.   12mo.  pp.  423. 

7.  Mental  Discipline ;  or  Hints  on 
the  cultivation  of  Intellectual  and 
Moral  Habits  ;  addressed  particularly 
to  Students  in  Theology  and  young 
Preachers.  By  Henry  Forster  Bur- 
der,  M.  A.    12mo.  pp.  126. 

Both  of  these  works  ought  to  be  in 
the  hands  of  every  minister  of  the  gos- 
pel, and  of  every  candidate  for  the 
ministry. 

8.  Elements  of  Mental  and  Moral 
Science ;  designed  to  exhibit  the 
Original  Susceptibilities  of  the  Mind, 
and  the  Rule  by  which  the  Rectitude 
of  any  of  its  States  or  Feelings  should 
be  judged.  By  George  Payne,  A.  M. 
8v'0.  pp.  451.  ^'rom  the  English 
Edition.  New-York  :  J.  Leavitt.  Bos- 
ton :  Crocker  &  Brewster,  1829. 

This  is  a  production  of  no  ordinary 
merit.  In  presenting  a  lucid,  and, 
with  very  few  exceptions,  a  satisfac- 
tory statement  of  the  most  interesting 
particulars  in  the  great  subjects  of 
which  he  treats;  the  author,  with 
much  candor  and  acumen,  frequently 
gives  a  review  of  the  opinions  of  Locke, 
Reid,  Stewart,  Brown,  and  others. 
He  adopts,  for  the  most  part,  the 
principles  and  representations  of  Dr 
Brown ;  but  when  he  dissents  from 
him,  he  assigns  his  reasons  in  a  manner 
that  must  command  the  respect,  and 
awaken  the  thinking  powers  of  the 
reader. 

9.  The  Works  of  the  Rev.  Henry 
Scougal,  A.  M.  S.  T.  P.  containing  the 
Life  of  God  in  the  Soul  of  Man  ;  with 
Nine  other  Discourses  on  important 
subjects.  To  which  is  added  a  Sermon 
preached  at  the  Author's  Funeral, 
by  George  Gabden,  D.  D.  18rao. 
pp.  272.  Boston  :  Pierce  &  Williams. 
1629. 

No  Christian  can  read  this  book,  es- 
pecially the  Life  of  God  in  the  Soul 
of  Man,  without  desiring  to  have  more 
of  tlie  divine  life  in  his  own  soul,  nor 
without  loving  the  amiable  author, 
and  longing,  with  some  special  ardor, 
to  meet  him  in  heaven. 


EDITORS'  ADIEU. 


Havin'G  resigned  the  trust  committed  to  us  as  editors  of  this  Magazine,  we 
now  take  leave  of  our  readers,  with  fervent  prayers  for  their  present  aud  their 
eternal  welfare.  IRAH  CHASE. 

H.  J.  RIPLEY. 


MISSIONARY  REGISTER 

FOR  DECEMBER,  1829. 


Subscriptions  and  donations  to  the  General  Convention  of  the  Baptist  De- 
nomination in  the  United  States,  for  Foreign  Missions,  &c.  should  be  transmitted 
to  Heman  Lincoln,  Esq.  Treasurer,  Boston.  Persons  visiting  the  city,  to  whom 
it  may  be  more  convenient  to  call  at  a  central  place,  can  lodge  their  communi- 
cations with  E.  Lincoln,  No.  59  Washington-Street,  who  is  authorized  to  receive 
moneys  for  the  Treasurer. 


BURMAN  MISSION. 

A  considerable  time  having  elapsed 
since  vre  had  received  any  fresh  com- 
munications from  Mr  Judson  and  his 
associates,  we  began  to  feel  anx- 
ious to  hear  whether  the  flattering 
prospects  of  success  which  their  last 
journals  and  letters  presented,  con- 
tinued to  encourage  their  hands  and 
cheer  their  hearts.  It  is,  therefore, 
with  much  pleasure  that  we  are  able 
to  give  our  readers  the  following  in- 
telligence from  them,  lately  received 
by  the  Corresponding  Secretary ;  the 
encouraging  nature  of  which  must  dis- 
pel the  doubts  of  the  timid,  and  give 
new  ardor  to  the  persevering  support- 
ers of  this  interesting  Mission.  It 
must,  too,  we  think,  induce  many  of 
our  brethren  to  come  forward  and  join 
those  who  have  so  long  been  engag- 
ed in  this  great  and  important  enter- 
prise. 

MR  JUDSON's  journal. 

Oct.  6,  1828.  We  baptized  Oo  Pay, 
Mah  Kai,  Mah  loon,  and  Mah  Lan. 
The  first  is  a  respectable  man,  about 
sixty  years  of  age.  He  was  obliged 
to  leave  his  house  day  before  yester- 
day, and  take  refuge  with  us,  his  wife 
and  family  made  such  an  uproar  about 
his  heretical  intentions.  But  last  nij^ht 
a  pressing  message  came  for  him  to 
return,  upon  which  he  made  (hem  a 
visit,  and  they  promised  to  behave  bet- 
ter.  They  only  begged,  that  after  he 


was  baptized  he  would  not  go  about 
the  neighborhood,  proclaiming  that 
Gaudaina  is  not  the  true  God,  as  oth- 
ers who  enter  the  new  religion  are  apt 
to  do. 

The  second  is  the  mother  of  Mee 
Aa,  of  whom  the  daughter  was  so 
much  afraid,  as  mentioned  under  Aug. 
4th.  Soon  after  that  date,  Mee  Aa 
came  trembling  one  morning  to  Mrs 
Wade,  with  the  alarming  news,  that 
her  mother  had  just  arrived  at  the 
landing  place,  with  the  intention, 
doubtless,  of  taking  her  away  by  force  ; 
and  what  should  she  do?  She  was 
told  to  go  and  meet  her  mother,  and 
to  pray  as  she  went.  But  the  poor  girl 
need  not  have  been  alarmed.  She  had 
been  incessantly  praying  for  her  moth- 
er ever  since  she  had  learnt  to  pray 
for  herself;  and  God  had  heard  her 
prayers,  and  softened  her  mother's 
heart  So  when  she  heard  that  her 
daughter  was  actually  baptized,  she 
only  made  up  a  queer  face,  like  a  person 
choking,  and  said.  It  was  so,  was  it 
not  ?  I  hear  that  some  quite  die  un- 
der the  operation.  This  speech  we 
all  considered  encouraging.  And  ac- 
cordingly, she  sQon  settled  down  a- 
mong  us,  drank  in  the  truth  from  her 
daughter's  lips,  and  then  followed  her 
example. 

The  third  is  the  eldest  daughter  of 
Mah  Lah ;  and  the  fourth,  wife  of  our 
assistant,  Moung  Ing. 

JVative  Church  in  Rangoon. 

JVov.  2.  Ko  Thah-a  arrived  from 
Rangoon.  His  story  is  rather  inter- 
esting, but  too  long  to  be  given  in  de- 
tail. At  the  close  of  the  wai,in  the 
year  1826,  he  spent  a  few  months  at  a 
large  village  in  the  neighborhood  of 
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Shway-doung;  and  there,  devoting 
himself  to  the  preaching  of  the  word, 
he  produced  a  very  considerable  ex- 
citement. Several  professed  to  believe 
in  the  Christian  religion ;  and  three  of 
the  most  promising  received  baptism 
at  his  hands.  Some  others  requested 
the  same  favor;  but  he  became  alarm- 
ed at  his  own  temerity,  and  declined 
their  repeated  applications.  The  vil- 
lagers, in  time,  returned  to  the  vicini- 
ty of  Rangoon,  whence  they  had  fled, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  war. 
He  also  returned  to  Rangoon,  his  for- 
mer residence,  and  continued  to  dis- 
seminate the  truth,  but  in  a  more  cau- 
tious and  covert  manner.  He  has  now 
come  hither  to  inquire  what  he  shall 
do  with  those  who  wish  to  be  baptiz- 
ed, and  to  get  some  instructions  con- 
cerning his  own  duty.  He  says  that 
he  cannot  stay  long;  for  when  he 
came  away  the  converts  and  inquirers 
begged  him  to  return  soon ;  and  his 
heart  is  evidently  with  his  little  flock, 
which  he  has  left  in  yonder  wilderness. 
Let  us  pray  for  Ko  Thah-a,  and  the 
remnant  in  Rangoon.  For  though  the 
tree  seemed  for  a  time  cut  down,  the 
stump  of  the  roots  was  left  in  the 
earth,  with  a  band  of  iron  and  brass, 
in  the  tender  grass  of  the  field. 

Baptisms  in  Maulamying. 

J\''ov.  30.  We  baptized  Moung 
Dway,  Moung  Shoon,  and  Matthew. 
Moung  Dway  is  a  native  of  Arracan, 
formerly  a  gross  reviler  and  blasphem- 
er, but  now  zealous  for  the  truth. 
Moung  Shoon  is  a  merchant  of  some 
property,  and  very  respectable  con- 
nections. Matthew  (alias  Ram  Sam- 
my ;  that  is,  god  Ram)  is  a  Hindoo,  of 
the  same  class  with  Pandarram,  men- 
tioned September  21.  We  have  not 
been  in  the  habit  of  changing  Burman 
names,  as  they  are  generally  destitute 
of  any  bad  signification ;  but  the 
names  of  the  Hindoos^  are  sometimes 
(as  in  the  present  case)  utterly  abom- 
inable, and  require  to  be  cast  off,  with 
all  their  other  abominations. 

Dec.  7.  We  baptized  Mah  Tee, 
wife  of  Ko  Man-poke,  who  has  been 
a  very  hopeful  inquirer  for  nearly  a 
'year,  but  cannot  yet  fully  make  up 
his  mind.  Mah  Tee  would  have  join- 
ed the  party  last  Lord's  day,  had  not 
her  husband,  poor  man,  been  unwill- 
ing to  have  her  go  before  him.  She 
has  been  very  anxious  about  it  several 
days ;  and  though  she  is  of  a  most  ami- 
able disposition,  and  they  have  been  a 


very  happy  couple  for  twenty-five 
years,  she  told  him  that  this  was  a  bu- 
siness which  concerned  her  eternal  in- 
terests, that  she  believed  in  Christ  with 
all  her  heart,  and  could  not  wait  for 
him ;  and  upon  this  he  gave  a  reluctant 
consent.  She  appears  to  have  attained 
an  uncommon  share  of  divine  grace. 

14.  We  baptized  Thomas,  (making 
the  thirtieth  received  this  year)  a  Hin- 
doo of  the  same  class  and  character 
with  Matthew,  mentioned  above. 

The  four  Hindoo  converts  having  all 
taken  Burman  wives,  without  any  cer- 
emony of  marriage  at  all,  we  thought 
proper  to  require  them  to  be  married 
in  a  Christian  manner ;  but  none  of 
their  wives  give  any  evidence  of  be- 
ing piously  inclined. 

Ordination  of  Ko  Thah-a. 
Jan.  4,  1829.  Lord's-day.  We 
commence  this  year  with  an  auspi- 
cious event — the  ordination  of  Ko 
Thah-a,  as  pastor  of  the  church  in 
Rangoon,  to  which  place  he  expects 
to  depart  by  an  early  convej'ance.  He 
has  been  so  evidently  called  of  God 
to  the  ministry,  that  we  have  not  felt 
at  liberty  to  hesitate  or  deliberate  a- 
bout  the  matter.  But  if  it  had  been 
left  to  us,  to  select  one  of  all  the  con- 
verts, to  be  the  first  Chrisfian  pastor 
among  his  countrymen,  Ko  Thah-a  is 
the  man  we  should  have  chosen.  His 
age,  (fifty-seven,)  his  steadiness  and 
weight  of  character,  his  attainments  in 
Burman  literature,  which,  though  not 
perhaps  necessary,  seem  desirable  in 
one  who  is  taking  up  arms  against  the 
religion  of  his  country,  and  his  hum- 
ble devotedness  to  the  sacred  work,  all 
conspire  to  make  us  acquiesce  with 
readiness  and  gratitude,  in  the  divine 
appointment.  A.  JUDSON. 


POSTSCRIPT    TO  THE  MEMOIR  OF 
MEE  SHWAY-EE. 

Maulamying,  Jan.  28,  1829. 
The  mystery  that  enveloped  Mee 
Shway-ee's  birth  is,  at  length,  unfold- 
ed ;  and  it  turns  out  that  her  torment- 
or, Moung  Shway-ike,  was  no  other 
than  her  brother !  The  father  of 
Moung  Shway-ike  is  now  living  in 
this  place,  and  has  confessed  to  us,  that 
Mee  Shway-ee  was  his  own  daughter, 
by  a  second  wife,  now  in  Rangoon.  It 
seems  that  the  father  and  son  were 
ashamed  of  the  child,  and  disowned 
the  relationship ;  and  the  son,  being  of 
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a  diabolical  disposition,  and  having 
some  authority,  determined  to  put  her 
to  death  by  inches.  The  fatlier  is  of 
Mussehnaii  descent,  a  man  of  consid- 
erable mind,  but  shattered  by  intem- 
perance. His  confession  is  confirmed 
by  the  testimony  of  another  person,  now 
living  in  this  place,  who  declares,  from 
her  own  personal  knowledge  in  Ran- 
goon, that  such  was  the  birth  and  paren- 
tage ol  the  poor  tortured  slave-girl, 

Whom  now  we  hope  in  heaven  to  see, 
A  sainted  seraph,  Mee  Shway-ee. 

A.  J. 

MR  wade's  journal. 

Sent  to  the  Corresponding  Secretary. 

Since  the  date  of  my  last  letter  to 
you,  my  time  and  attention  have  been 
occupied,  as  usual,  in  the  labors  of  the 
zayat.  Among  the  Burmans,  a  zayat 
is  the  proper  place  for  preaching  the 
gospel ;  there  is  no  restraint,  every 
one  feels  himself  at  home.  God  has 
been  very  gracious  to  us,  in  tiiat  he 
has  permitted  us  to  be  the  instrun)ents 
of  gathering  a  few  souls  to  Christ  from 
among  the  heathen. 

June  20,  1828.  Commenced  trans- 
lating the  Memoirs  of  Mee  Shway-ce, 
the  little  Burman  slave  girl. 

21.  Moung  Bong,  (mentioned  in 
the  last  number  of  my  journal)  spent 
some  time  at  the  zayat,  and  listened 
as  if  he  really  had  some  love  for  the 
truth.  One  other  person  listened  with 
marked  attention,  and  on  going  away 
took  a  tract. 

29.  Moung  Bong  has  been  at  the 
zayat  but  once  during  the  last  week. 
Moung  Shan  has  been  nearly  every 
<lay.  ^omQ  others  have  listened  atten- 
tively and  taken  tracts. 

July  13,  LonVs-day.  A  greater 
number  than  usual  at  worship  to-day, 
and  nearly  all  of  them  hopeful  inquir- 
ers; the  trutli  is  most  evidently  gain- 
ing ground, 

20,  The  present  is  a  most  interest- 
ing time  with  us.  Moung  Shvvay- 
bay's  daughter,  Mah-ree,  who  is  about 
twelve  years  of  age,  after  being  most 
deeply  convicted  of  sin,  and  distressed 
with  the  fear  of  hell,  was,  two  days 
since,  brought  into  the  glorious  light 
and  comfort  of  the  gospel;  all  the 
larger  girls  of  the  school,  (six  in  num- 
ber) are  under  deep  conviction. 
Baptisms  commence,  and  a  revival  of 
Religion  enjoyed. 
27,  Lord's-day.  Five  persons  baptized 
— a  native  Hindoo,  Moung  Shway  Pan, 


a  woman  above  eighty;  and  the  oth- 
er two  were  girls  about  twelve  years 
old,  both  belonging  to  the  native  female 
school.  Several  other  girls  of  the 
school  aie  hopefully  pious;  others  are 
still  under  deep  distress  on  account  of 
their  sins.  The  woik  in  the  school 
is  evidently  the  work  of  God..  Our 
hearts  are  made  glad,  by  witnessing  the 
outpouring  of  the  Holy  Spirit  upon  the 
heathen.  The  revival  is  of  the  same 
stamp  as  those  we  have  seen  in  America, 
We  pray  that  it  may  spread  from  the 
school  to  the  neighbors  around.  If  the 
woik  should  become  as  powerful  a- 
mong  the  neighbors  as  it  is  in  the 
school,  it  would  be  a  marvellous  work 
indeed. 

Opposition  of  heathen  mothers  to 
their  daughters, 

Jlug.  4.  Yesterday  four  persons  were 
received  by  the  church  as  candidates 
for  the  ordinance  of  baptism.  One  of 
them  whose  name  is  Moung  San-loon, 
lives  near  brother  Judson's  zayat,  and 
is  the  fruit  of  his  labors.  The  three 
others  are  girls,  belonging  to  the  na- 
tive female  school.  The  mothers  of 
the  girls  are  very  angry  with  them 
for  wishing  to  embrace  the  Christian 
religion.  The  three  girls  were  bap- 
tized immediately  after  relating  their 
Christian  experiences.  To-day,  the 
mothers,  having  heard  what  had  trans- 
pired, came  and  treated  their  daugh- 
ters in  the  most  abusive  and  cruel 
manner  ;  but  the  young  disciples  bore 
all  without  uttering  a  complaint,  or 
even  answering  a  word  :  truly  God 
makes  their  strength  equal  to  their 
day. 

Baptisms  continue. 

10.  Three  persons  baptized,  viz. 
Moung  San-loon,  Moung  Shan,  and 
Me  Pike  ;  the  last  of  them  is  a  girl 
belonging  to  the  school. 

17,  Lord-day.  To-day  was  our 
communion  season,  and  on  account  of 
there  being  ten  new  communicants  it 
was  indeed  a  precious  season,  such  an 
one  as  we  have  never  before  experi- 
enced in  this  heathen  land. 

24,  Lord's-day.  Me  Youk,  another 
of  the  girls  of  the  school,  was  received 
by  the  church  and  baptized. 

Sept.  20,  Lord's-day.  Last  Friday, 
in  a  meeting  of  the  church,  three  per- 
sons were  examined  and  received,  by 
the  unanimous  vote  of  all  the  members, 
as  candidates  for  baptism.  To-day, 
they  were  baptized;  surely  we  are 
thankful,  and  ought  to  be  more  so,  for 
the  late  additions  to  our  little  number. 
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To-day,  also,  was  our  communion 
season  ;  we  had  twenty  communicants 
present,  who  formerly  worshipped 
idols. 

Oct.  6.  Yesterday,  four  persons  re- 
lated their  Christian  experience  be- 
fore the  church,  were  accepted,  and 
to-day  followed  their  Lord  in  the  sa- 
cred ordinance  of  baptism.  Their 
names  are  as  follows,  viz.  Oo  Bay,  an 
old  man,  between  fifty  and  sixty  years 
of  age  ;  Mah  Kai,  mother  to  one  of  the 
girls  in  the  female  school ;  Mah  Toon, 
daughter  to  one  of  the  disciples,  and 
sister  to  one  of  the  girls  in  the  school ; 
Mah  Lan,  wife  of  Moung  Ing,  the  na- 
tive assistant  preacher. 

Itinerant  preaching  among  the  Vil- 
lages. 

JVov.  9.  I  have  spent  the  last  two 
weeks  in  visiting  and  preaching  in  the 
neighboring  villages. 

12.  Visited  the  village  of  Kyouk- 
tan  ; — found  a  zayat,  in  which  I  spent 
the  day,  reasoning  with,  and  persuad- 
ing all  who  came,  to  turn  to  God  and 
be  saved.  This  village  is  about  six 
miles  from  Maulamying,  on  the  south, 
and  contains  between  forty  and  fifty 
houses. 

[Mr  Wade  here  mentions  twelve 
villages,  which  he  visited  for  the  pur- 
pose of  diffusing  the  light  of  the  gospel.] 

29.  Visited  Kenyaw,  an  inland  vil- 
lage, about  eight  miles  from  Maula- 
mying,  on  the  south-west,  containing 
between  twenty  and  thirty  houses. 
Mrs  Wade  accompanied.  All  the  vil- 
lagers gathered  around  us,  and  seem- 
ed very  cordial.  We  told  them  of  the 
true  God  and  the  way  of  life.  They 
promised  to  consider  whether  the  things 
we  told  them  are  true  or  not. 

Dec.  1,  Lord's-day.  Two  more  per- 
sons, viz.  Moung  Shoon,  and  Matthew, 
were  examined,  and  unanimously  re- 
ceived as  candidates  fQr  baptism.  In 
the  afternoon,  they,  with  Moung  Dway, 
received  baptism.  The  Lord  grant 
they  may  be  faithful  unto  death,  and 
be  an  honor  to  the  holy  religion  they 
have  this  day  professed. 

31.  Have  spent  the  last  ten  days 
as  usual,  in  visiiing  and  preaching  in 
the  different  villages,  and  in  assisting 
brother  Judson  in  revising  the  trans- 
lation of  the  New  Testament.  Mrs 
Wade  accompanies  me  to  converse 
with  the  women,  whenever  the  duties 
of  the  native  female  school  will  permit 
her  to  be  absent  from  home.  The 
priests  are  extremely  busy  in  persuad- 


ing the  people  not  to  embrace  this  re- 
ligion; but  no  power,  no  persuasion 
can  resist  God.  As  many  as  are  or- 
dained to  eternal  life  will  hear  and  be- 
lieve. 

God  seems  to  have  commenced  a 
work  in  Letha-Mahzoo,  (the  upper 
part  of  Maulamying)  and  at  the  sugges- 
tion of  some  of  the  people  of  that 
neighborhood,  we  have  erected  a  small 
zayat  which  is  just  completed. 


MR  wade's  letter  TO  THE  COR- 
RESPONDING SECRETARY. 

Maulamying,  Jan.  31,  1829. 
Rev.  and  dear  Sir, 

I  have  now  the  pleasure  of  acknowl- 
edging the  receipt  of  your  kind  letter, 
dated.  May  27th,  1828,  together  with 
other  communications.  Magazines, 
Heralds,  &c.  for  which  I  feel  greatly 
obliged  to  you. 

In  our  public  labors,  we  divide  our 
time  and  attention  in  preaching  in  the 
neighboring  villages,  in  the  district  of 
Letha-Mahzoo,  and  in  revising  the 
translation  of  the  New  Testament  in 
Burman.  In  Letha-Mahzoo,  we  hope 
God  has  begun  to  pour  out  his  Holy 
Spirit. 

On  the  12th  inst.  one  person  was 
baptized,  and  on  the  25th,  three  others. 
Of  those  last  baptized,  one  is  the  wife 
of  Moung  Sanloon,  the  2d. ;  the  other 
two  were  from  Letha-Mahzoo.  The 
evidence  of  a  real  work  of  grace  on 
their  hearts,  is  rendered  unquestiona- 
ble by  the  manner  in  which  they  sus- 
tain persecution ;  one  of  them  has 
borne  the  rep)  oach  of  being  a  disciple 
of  Jesus  for  several  weeks  past,  though 
not  actually  baptized  ;  the  other  was 
turned  out  of  door  by  her  husband,  as 
soon  as  he  was  informed  she  had  really 
received  baptism ;  he  took  from  her 
every  thing,  even  her  sucking  child, 
but  she  bears  all  quietly,  and  is  full  of 
joy.  A  few  days  since,  one  of  us  went 
down  to  Amherst,  preached  there  on 
Lord's-day,  and  returned  on  Monday. 
Mah  Kai,  one  of  the  disciples  living 
in  that  place,  was  absent;  the  other 
tAvo,  Mall  Lcon-bya,  and  Me  Aa,  he 
saw,  and  exhorted  them  to  persevere 
in  their  profession  and  strive  to  grow 
in  grace.  Every  Lord's  day,  Me  Aa, 
(one  of  Mrs  Wade's  scholars)  I'eads 
the  Scriptures  to  the  others,  and  to  all 
who  will  listen,  at  the  same  time  ex- 
plaining what  she  reads,  as  far  as  she 
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19  able.  Mah  Loon-bya,  has  a  share 
in  the  blessings  of  persecution  and  re- 
proach for  Christ's  sake;  her  enemies 
are  chictly  of  the  Catholic  order,  to 
whom  she  formerly  belonged.  Some 
of  her  family  seem  to  have  become 
hopefully  pious  and  desire  baptism. 

Mrs  Wade  finds  so  much  to  do  a- 
mong  the  women,  that  I  expect  she 
will  be  obliged  to  abandon  the  school, 
unless  other  females  come  soon  to  her 
assistance. 

Let  the  Board,  and  every  one  who 
desires  the  Gospel  to  spread  in  Burmah, 
continue  to  pray  for  us,  day  and  night, 
for  the  Lord  will  answer  their  prayers. 
More  help  is  greatly  needed  ;  we  can- 
not, if  we  labor  with  all  our  might,  do 
half  which  we  see  to  be  done.  The 
printer  and  press  ought  to  be  this  mo- 
ment at  work  here. 

With  great  respect  to  the  Board,  I 
remain  your  servant  in  Christ, 

J.  WADE. 

ENGLISH  BAPTIST  MISSION. 

Mr  Thomas,  a  Missionary  at  Calcut- 
ta, thus  writes  to  the  Secretary  : 

Feb.  18,  1829. 

"  From  the  observations  I  have  been 
enabled  to  make,  the  prospects  of  use- 
fulness are  brighter  than  ever;  and 
could  there  be  more  undivided  atten- 
tion paid  to  the  Hindoo  and  Mussul- 
man population,  I  am  persuaded  there 
would  be  a  return  that  would  gladden 
every  heart.  But  there  are  so  many 
things  that  press  on  the  few  hands 
here,  that  the  time  and  attention  given 
to  labors  among  these  classes  of  peo- 
ple, are  far  from  adequate.  Still  there 
is  good  done.  I  hope  among  the  Mus- 
sulman hearers,  inquiry  is  progressing 
and  convictions  take  place.  Among 
others,  there  is  a  man  who  has  called 
on  me  twice,  and  attended  the  means 
a  good  while,  vvho  has  read  the  New 
Testament  and  other  portions  of  the 
Word  of  God  with  considerable  atten- 
tion. He  called  on  me  on  Saturday 
last,  and  occupied  a  good  deal  of  time 
in  reading  and  conversing  about  Jesus 
Christ.  He  had  marked  down  some  pas- 
sages from  the  New  Testament  in  which 
references  are  made  to  some  part  of  the 
old,  which  he  had  not  seen,  and  asked 
me  respecting  them.  He  seems  to 
have  little  or  nothing  to  say  about  Ma- 
hommed,  and  owns  that  he  can  find 
no  traces  of  him,  or  prophecies  relating 
to  him  in  our  Scriptures.  I  endeavor- 
ed to  impress  his  mind  with  a  sense  of 
the  evil  of  sin,  and  the  need  we  have 

Dec.  1829.  5J 


of  a  great  and  Almighty  Saviour,  Oh, 
that  he  may  prove  a  chosen  vessel. 

"  We  have  lately  had  many  applica- 
tions from  villages  eastward  of  Calcut- 
ta. One  or  two  of  us  have  been  there 
with  brother  Carapeit,  and  I  am  happy 
to  inform  you  that  every  visit  has  been 
more  and  more  pleasant.  We  are 
having  two  Bungalows  built;  one  to 
serve  for  a  school-room  and  place  to 
preach  in,  and  the  other  to  afford  ac- 
commodation to  any  who  may  go  there. 
The  people  are  poor  fishermen,  but 
very  desirous  of  instruction.  We  hope 
it  is  one  of  those  doors  of  usefulness  the 
Lord  sometimes  opens  to  his  servants. 

0  pray  for  these  villagers,  and  the  at- 
tempt made  to  turn  them  from  dark- 
ness to  light.  I  spent  one  day  there 
with  brother  Carapeit,  and  intend  short- 
ly to  go  again. 

"  I  was  much  affected  when  there, 
at  seeing  the  earthenware  gods  put  in 
the  fields  near  their  dwellings;  and 
also  at  looking  into  two  idol  houses  in 
another  village.  In  one  of  these  an 
image  was  placed  that  is  nothing  more 
or  less  than  a  personification,  or  rather 
deification,  of  the  cholera,  that  disease 
by  which  thousands  are  yearly  taken  off. 
Two  other  figures  were  painted  over 
this,  representing  two  persons  ill  with 
the  cholera,  and  the  act  of  vomiting ; 
an  old  cocoa-nut  was  placed  near  the 
idol,  as  an  offering  to  it. 

"  You  will  be  pleased  to  learn  that, 
after  a  long  and  rough  passage,  our 
dear  brother  Yates  has  safely  arrived 
in  India,  to  the  no  small  joy  of  us  all. 
We  feel,  I  trust,  sincerely  grateful  to 
the  Giver  of  all  good  for  having  pre- 
served him  in  going  out  and  returning 
home,  and  that  he  has  not  only  brought 
him  among  us  again,  but  in  such  an 
improved  state  of  health.  He  is  noth- 
ing like  the  same  person ;  so  far  as 
appearances  go,  he  is  likely  to  live  and 
labor  with  pleasure  to  himself  and 
profit  to  others,  for  many  years.  May 
the  Lord  of  Missions  grant  that  our 
hopes  in  this  respect  may  not  be  blast-^ 
ed ;  but  this  is  such  a  health-destroying 
climate  that  we  rejoice  with  trembling.. 
It  is,  however,  delightful  to  reflect 
that  the  Lord  reigneth,  and  that  cli- 
mate is  subject  to  his  government,  and 
diseases  and  death  are  entirely  subject 
to  his  control. 

<  Not  a  single  shaft  can  hit, 
Till  the  God  of  love  sees  fit.* 

"  By  brother  Yates'  coming,  I  trust 

1  shall  be  in  great  measure  freed  from 
English  preaching;  and  be  enabled  ta. 
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apply  myself  more  directly  to  mission- 
ary objects. 

"  I  have  been  for  some  time  engag- 
ed in  revising  two  or  three  Hindoos- 
tanee  tracts,  and  con  ecting  the  proofs. 
I  find  this  very  useful.  I  have  also 
been  preparing  a  tract  on  the  death, 
resurrection,  and  ascension  of  Christ. 
It  is  a  kind  of  harmony  of  what  is  said 
by  the  four  Envangelists  on  these  im- 
portant subjects.  1  hope  the  tract  will 
prove  useful  to  many.  I  before  in- 
formed you  of  operations  likely  to  be 
commenced  in  villages  eastward  of 
Calcutta;  they  are  now  begun,  a 
school  is  just  opened.  It  commenced 
on  Sabbath  morning  with  11,  and  on 
Monday  afternoon  there  were  82. 
Brother  Carapeit  went  on  Saturday, 
and  has  continued  there  till  now.  He 
writes  me  that  he  has  many  inquirers, 
and  is  constantly  occupied.  May  the 
Lord  make  bare  his  arm !" 

[Eng.  Bap.  Mag. 

NOVA  SCOTIA  BAPTIST  ASSOCIA- 
TION. 

By  the  Minutes  of  the  Nova  Scotia 
Baptist  Association,  which  held  its  ses- 
sion on  the  22nd  and  23d  of  June  last, 
we  learn  that  this  body  of  Christians 
consists  of  about  40  churches,  and  up- 
wards of  two  thousand  members.  Sev- 
eral instances  of  a  revival  have  been 
experienced  among  them,  particularly 
at  Nictaur,  Chesterhove,  Cornwallis, 
and  Halifax.  They  have  recently 
formed  an  Education  Society,  fof  dif- 
fusing the  principles  of  a  correct  and 
scriptural  education  among  the  youth 
of  that  increasing  population ;  and  to 
which  will  be  attached  a  department 
especially  adapted  to  those  devoted  to 
ministerial  engagements.  They  have 
already  purchased  about  sixty  acres  of 
land  at  Horton,  with  some  buildings 
upon  it,  for  this  purpose — have  procur- 
ed the  Rev.  Asahel  C^apin,  from  Am- 
herst College  in  Massachusetts,  to  con- 
duct the  Seminary ;  and  about  fifty 
young  persons,  of  various  ages,  have 
already  entered. 

REVIVAL — LETTER    TO  THE  ED- 
ITORS. 

JVew  Hampton,  JVov.  20,  1829. 
"  The  Lord  is  manifesting  the  riches 
of  his  grace  in  the  conversion  of  sinners 
in  this  and  the  adjacent  towns  ;  seven- 
teen  have  obtained  a  hope  in  New 
Hampton,  within  four  weeks,  thirteen 
of  whom  belong  to  the  Academy.  One 


hundred  have  been  brought  to  hope  in 
the  pardoning  mercy  of  God,  within  a 
few  miles  from  this  place." 


MASSACHUSETTS  BAPTIST  CON- 
VENTION. 

On  the  28th  and  29th  of  Oct.  last, 
this  Convention  held  its  anniversary  at 
Newton.  Special  Committees  were 
appointed,  on  the  State  of  Religion — on 
Religious  Publications — on  Sabbath 
Schools — on  Ministerial  Education — on 
Foreign,  Domestic,  and  Home  Missions. 
Rev.  T.  Barrett  preached  the  annual 
sermon.  After  the  Reports  of  the  Sec- 
retary and  Treasurer  were  read,  the 
delegates  gave  accounts  of  the  state  of 
religion  in  their  Associations.  The 
reportsof  the  special  Committees  were 
accepted  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  next  session  will  be  holden  at 
Southbridge,  on  the  last  Wednesday  of 
Oct.  1830.  Rev.  A.  Beach  was  ap- 
pointed to  preach  the  annual  sermon, 
and  Dr  Sharp  his  substitute.  The 
President  closed  the  session  with  an 
appropriate  address.    Its  officers  are 

Rev.  Daniel  Sharp,  d.  d.  Pres. 
,,  Abisha  Samson,  V.  Pres. 
„   Jona.  Going,  Cor.  and  i?ec. -Sec. 

Dea.  Nathaniel  Stowell,  Treas. 

The  Executive  Committee  is  com- 
posed of  eleven  gentlemen,  consisting 
of  one  from  each  of  the  Associations  in 
the  State.  Rev.  Thomas  Barrett  was 
appointed  by  the  Committee,  an  Agent 
and  missionary  among  our  churches 
the  ensuing  year. 

BOSTON  BAPTIST  EVANGELICAL 
SOCIETY. 

The  annual  meeting  of  this  Society 
was  holden  on  the  evening  of  the  29th 
of  October,  in  the  vestry  of  the  First 
Baptist  Church.  Rev.  J,  D.  Knowles 
in  the  chair.  By  the  Report  of  the 
Board  we  learn  that  during  the  eight 
years  in  which  it  has  been  in  operation 
this  Society  has  accomplished,  in  a  good 
degree,  the  objects  for  which  it  was 
designed ;  and  has  constantly  support- 
ed Sabbath  Schools.  For  the  last  two 
years,  its  efforts  have  been  principally 
confined  to  South  Boston,  where  a 
branch  church  has  been  formed,  con- 
sisting of  41  members,  who  have  erect- 
ed a  commodious  house  of  worship  un- 
der the  most  encouraging  prospects. 
It  is  the  object  of  the  Society  soon  to 
recommence  itinerating  preaching  in 
the  centre  of  the  city. 
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The  following  gentlemen  were 
chosen  officers  for  the  year  ensuing  : 

Ensign  Lincoln,  Chairman. 

Benjamin  Spaulding,  Sec'ry. 

Icha'ood  Macomber,  Treas. 

Committee.— G.  Vinal,  S.  Lothrop, 
S.  G.  Shipley,  J.  Converse,  S.  Hill, 
B.  Converse,  Jacob  Flinn,  J.  Urann, 
Benjamin  Smith. 

YOUNG  men's  education  SOCIETY. 

This  interesting  Society  held  its 
tenth  annual  meeting  in  Boston,  on 
Monday  evening,  Nov.  9,  last.  Rev. 
Mr  Leverett,  of  Roxbury,  made  the 
Introductory  prayer.  The  Secretary's 
Report  was  then  read  and  accepted. 
In  moving  its  acceptance.  Rev.  Mr 
Leverett  made  some  striking  remarks 
on  the  important  objects  of  the  Society. 
Rev.  Mr  Malcom  seconded  the  motion, 
and  made  some  judicious  observations 
on  the  salutary  influence  of  education. 
The  Treasurer's  report  was  then  re?d. 
Mr  Grosvcnor's  motion  for  its  accep- 
tance was  seconded  by  Dr  Sharp.  The 
remarks  of  each  of  these  gentlemen 
were  calculated  to  inspirit  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Society  to  prosecute  with 
vigor  the  important  objects  before 
them.  It  will  be  recollected  that 
some  time  ago,  a  generous  friend  sub- 
scribed SlOO  towards  raising  $1000, 
to  found  a  scholarship  in  the  Newton 
Institution,  on  condition  the  remaining 
900  should  be  subscribed  by  others, 
before  the  first  of  January  next.  This 
generous  offer  has  produced  the  desir- 
ed effect.  By  the  Treasurer's  Report 
we  learn  that  512  dollars  were  raised 
last  year ;  and  such  was  the  benevo- 
lent impulse  of  the  Society  at  this  meet- 
ing that  340  dollars  were  promptly  sub- 
scribed :  Thus  rendering  it  sufficiently 
certain  that  the  scholarship  will  be 
founded.  This  fact  will  encourage  the 
young  men  of  our  denomination  to  in- 
stitute similar  Societies  in  this  and  the 
adjoining  States.  A  vote  of  thanks  to 
the  Rev.  Mr  Babcock,  of  Salem,  for 
his  excellent  discourse  delivered  on  the 
preceding  evening  in  the  meeting- 
house of  the  First  Baptist  church  was 
passed,  and  a  copy  for  the  press  was 
requested. 

The  following  officers  were  chosen 
for  the  year  ensuing  : 

Rev.  James  D.  Knowles,  Pres. 

Mr  J.  A.  W.  Lamb,  V.  Pres. 

BIr  John  Putnam.  Sec'ry. 

Mr  Henry  P.  Freeman,  Treas. 

Directors. — H.  H.  Jones,  Gustavus 
Hortou,  S.  H.  Mason,  S.  J.  Adams, 


James  Cooper,  William  Kieth,  Hiram 
Jacobs,  Horace  S.  Edmands,  and  John 
Mead. 


BOSTON  SOCIETY  AUXILIARY  TO 
THE  BAPTIST  BOARD  OF  rOREIGN 
MISSIONS. 

This  Society  held  its  annual  meeting 
at  the  Lecture  Room  of  the  Federal- 
Street  Baptist  Meeting-house,  on 
Thursday  evening,  Nov.  12.  The 
important  object  of  missions  was 
earnestly  set  forth  by  those  who  ad- 
dressed the  meeting,  and  they  dwelt 
with  much  pathos  on  the  flattering 
prospects  of  the  Burman  Mission. 

The  following  officers  were  chosen 
for  the  ensuing  year : 

Rev.  Daniel  Sharp,  Pres. 
„    C.  P.  Grosvenor,  V.  Pres. 
„   J.  D,  Knowles,  Cor.  Sec'ry. 

Mr  Win.  Planning,  jr.  Rec.  Sec'ry. 

Dea.  James  Loring,  Treas. 

Trustees. — Rev.  H.  Malcom,  Dea. 
J.  Carleton,  Dea.  Thomas  Kendall,  E. 
Lincoln,  N.  R.  Cobb. 

On  the  following  Lord's-day  evening 
Rev.  Mr  Malcom  delivered  the  annual 
sermon,  in  his  meeting-house,  from 
Dan.  ii.  44.  The  God  of  heaven  shall 
set  up  a  kingdom  which  shall  never  be 
destroyed.  After  the  speaker,  in  his 
happy  style  and  forcible  manner,  had 
mentioned  the  rise  and  fall  of  the  ancient 
monarchies,  he  spoke  with  animation 
of  the  triumphs  of  grace,  which  were 
spreading  over  the  earth  by  the  be- 
nevolent efforts  of  Christians,  and 
which  shall  result  in  the  establishment 
of  a  kingdom  never  to  be  destroyed. 


ABDUHX.  RAHAHMAN. 

This  Black  Prince  sailed  from  Nor- 
folk last  spring,  and  arrived  at  Liberia, 
where,  with  30  others,  he  soon  died. 
His  interesting  story  will  long  be  re- 
membered ;  and  his  late  tour  through 
our  chief  cities  for  contributions  to 
obtain  the  freedom  of  his  family,  will 
not  soon  be  forgotten. 

OB.131NA.TXONS,  &c. 

Oct.  27,  Mr  Amos  C.  Tuttle,  was 
ordained  at  Ticonderoga,  N.  Y.  as  an 
evangelist.  Sermon  by  Rev.  M. 
Knappen,  of  Sudbury. 

Nov.  3,  Mr  Vv  illiam  Hague  was  or- 
dained pastor  of  the  Second  Baptist 
Church  in  Utica.  Sermon  by  Rev.  B. 
T.  Welch,  of  Albany,  from  Acts  v.  20. 
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Account  of  Moneys. 


CHURCHES  COIVSTITUTED. 

Oct  6,  a  Baptist  Church  was  consti- 
tuted in  Litchfield,  Con.  and  called  the 
Second  Baptist  Church  in  Litchfield. 

Oct.  14,  a  Baptist  church,  consisting 
of  30  members,  was  organized  in  Ma- 
riaville.  Me.  Sermon  by  Rev.  Mr 
Gillpatrick,  of  Bluehill. 

Nov,  1,  a  new  Baptist  Church  was 
organized  in  the  city  of  Williamsburg, 
Va.  Sermon  by  Elder  Goodall. 


MEETING-HOUSES  OPENED. 

A  new  Meeting-liouse  was  dedicated 
to  the  service  of  God,  for  the  use  of  the 
Baptist  Society  on  the  western  branch 
of  Elizabeth  River,  Va.  on  the  19th  of 
October. 


Oct.  22,  the  new  Baptist  Meeting- 
house was  opened  in  Willington,  Con. 
Sermon  by  Rev.  S.  S.  Mallory. 

Oct.  24,  the  First  Baptist  Meeting- 
house in  Charlestown,  Penobscot  Co. 
Me.  was  dedicated.  Sermon  by  Rev. 
Thomas  B.  Ripley. 

Oct.  29,  the  Meeting-house  erected 
by  the  Baptist  Church  in  Londonderry, 
N.  H.  was  opened.  Sermon  by  C.  O. 
Kimball,  of  Metheun,  Mass.  from  Psl. 
Ixxxvii.  2.  The  house  is  well  finished, 
and  contains  40  pews. 

Nov.  11,  the  new  Baptist  Meeting- 
house at  Cato,  four  Corners,  was  open- 
ed.   Sermon  by  Rev.  Mr  Gilbert. 

Nov.  12,  a  new  Baptist  Meeting- 
house was  opened  in  Warwick,  R.  L 


Account  of  Moneys  received  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  General  Convention  of 
the  Baptist  Denomination  in  the  United  States  for  Foreign  Missions. 


Received  from  Dr  Chandler  Smith  and  lady  of 
Princeton,  Mass.  for  printing  the  Bible  in 
Burmah,  per  Dea.  J.  Loring,        -       -  3,00 
Prom  the  Albany  Baptist  Mission  Society,  for 

Bur.  Mis.  per  W.  S.  &  E.  C.  Mcintosh,  100,00 

The  Baptist  Missionary  Society,  Salisbury, 
Province  of  New  Brunswick,  for  Burman 
Miss,  by  Robert  Smith,  Sec.  per  H.  Blake, 
well,  23,16 

Mr  Calvin  Blanchard,  Treas.  of  the  Middle- 
sex Bap.  Miss.  Soc.  it  having  been  collected 
during  the  past  year  in  the  monthly  concert 
of  the  First  Bap.  Ch.  in  Lowell,  by  Rev.  E. 
W.  Freeman,  Pastor,       -       .       -  100,00 

Baptist  friends  at  Barnstable,  by  Rev.  Mr  Bal- 
lard, per  Dr  Sharp,   -  IliSO 

Wendell  Society  for  Missionary  purposes,  for 

Burman  Mission,  per  Rev.  E.  Andrews,  47»83 

Mr  Nathan  Sprague,  Templeton,  per  Rev.  E. 

Andrews,  -       -       .       -       .  3^ 

Females  friendly  to  the  cause  of  Christ  in 
Burmah,  being  the  proceeds  of  two  rings  and 
a  breastpin,  per  Rev.  Mr  Grosvenor,    -  1,00 

Male  Pri.  Soc.  Buckland,  Mass.  per  Rev.  Mr 

Grosvenor,      -----  I5>S5 

Fem.  Pri.  Soc.  Buckland,  Mass.  Lawson  Long, 

Sec.  per  Rev.  Mr  Grosvenor,     -       -  13»4S 

Widow  Lavinia  L.  Putnam,  for  Bur.  Mission, 
being  the  proceeds  of  a  gold  necklace  which 
she  consecrated  to  God  a  few  months  previ- 
ous to  her  husband's  death,        -  5jOO 

From  her  children,     -        -       -  ,53 

From  a  Female  frienfl  in  Buckland,  per 
Rev.  Mr  Grosvenor,    -       -       -  ,25 

  S,78 

J.  Billings,  Jr.  Esq.  Treas  of  Vermont  Baptist 

State  Convention,  -  000,00 

From  J.  Conant,  Esq.  it  having  been  collected 
by  him  as  a  part  of  the  bequest  from  BenJ. 
Stevens'  Estate,  late  of  Cornwall,      -  43tOO 

Salem  Bible  Translation  and  For.  Miss.  Soc. 
by  J.  Moriarty,  Esq.  Treas.  to  be  appropri- 
mtPd  as  follows,  viz. 


For  printing  the  New  Testament  in 

Burman,  -  l20,00 
Printing  Tracts  in  Bur.  language,  30,00 
Burman  Schools,  .  SO.OO 
Foreign  Missions,  -       -  300,00 

 500,00 

Mrs  Susanna  Hobart,  Ashburnham,  Bur.  Miss.  2,00 

A  young  Lady,  for  Bur.  Miss,  per  Mrs.  Lincoln,  s,CO 

Burman  Bible  Box,  forprintinp   Bur.  Bible, 

per  Rev.  Mr  Hodges,  of  Shaftsbury,  Vt.  ,82 

Bap.  Miss  Soc.  in  Essex  Co.  N.  Y.  by  Rev.  Co- 
nant Sawyer,  Keesville,  per  J.  Conant,  Esq.  I0,OO 

A  friend  from  Milton,         -       -       -  ,15 

Nathan  Alden,  Esq.  of  East  Bridgewater,  for 

Bur.  Miss,  per  Mt  E.  Lincoln,    -       -  S,00 

Rev.  Emory  Osgood,  Henderson,  N.Y.  it  hav- 
ing been  collected  by  him  on  account  of 
arrearages  due  for  Columbian  Star,  per  Mr 
E.Lincoln,     -       ...       -  18,00 

Rev.  Isaac  Sawyer,  being  a  contribution  taken 
at  the  Meeting  of  the  Essex  Baptist  Atso- 
elation  at  Crown  Point,  N.  Y.  per  Rev.  L 
M.Allen,       ....       -  II>35 

Female  Miss.  Soc.  of  Foxboro'  and  Mansfield, 

Auxiliary,  &c.  by  Mrs  Martha  Allen,  Treas.  8,20 

Dea  J.  Loring,  Treas.  of  the  Boston  Aux- 
iliary, &c.  .       -       -       -  293.53 

Do.  for  the  support  of  Heathen  Fem. 

Schools,      -  I48,0(^ 


Afriend  in  Westboro',  for  Indian  Missions, 
per  Mr  Thomas  Simons,     -       -  - 

Rev.  C.  D.  Mallory,  in  part  of  annual  sub- 
scription for  s  years,  for  Bur.  Bible,  per 
Rev.  N.  Davis,  -       -  - 

Phinea*  Phillips,  Great  Valley,  Pa.  to  aid  in 
printing  the  Bible  in  Burmah,  per  Rev.  N. 
Davis, 

H.  LINCOLN,  Treat. 
BOSTON,  Nov.  «3,  1829. 


^1.59 


5,00 


The  late  intelligence  from  Burmah,  which  occupies  the  Register  this  month, 
renders  it  necessary  to  defer  Mr  Boardraan's  plan  of  extended  operations  till 
the  next  Number. 

D:j=The  Agents  and  other  friends  of  the  Magazine  in  the  different  States,  are 
earnestly  requested  to  use  their  efforts  to  increase  the  number  of  subscribers, 
and  procure  more  efficient  aid  to  the  work. 


